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For whatever scientific reason, the winds of March 
seem ever turbulent.  Yet tranquility eventually pre-
vails: In like a lion, out like a lamb, as my mother 
used to say. 
 
I experienced this phenomenon on our vestry retreat 
weekend at Wisdom House in Litchfield, CT.  Be-
cause of the upheaval in the lives of the Kernans 
and the Volkers, I entered this planning weekend 
with my mind, body, and soul in total disarray.  
Much like the March winds, I swept into Wisdom 
House like a blast of cold, violent air, designed to do 
little to warm the environment. 
 
Then, like the gifts of the Magi, three elements com-
bined to resolve the turmoil.  
 

First, the friendly caring and comforting actions of 
eight other vestry members, one parish administra-
tor, and one gracious priest helped to settle the 
qualm; they were Christians emulating Christ.  This 
came as no surprise: St. Mark's has forever been a 
body of the most empathetic. 
 

The second experience was to attend planning ses-
sions where this vestry shared its individual stories 
about their journey with Christ, analyzed the time-
line of St. Mark's journey, and plotted its future 
course.  There is a mixture of good and bad fortune 
in the lives of all the attendees, yet their consistent 
focus was on God, Christ, and how our parish can 
best spread the Good News. It is important to real-
ize the deep love and concern our vestry has for St. 
Mark's.  My own inner turmoil began to settle as our 
group went about sharing past experiences, dis-
cussing current issues, and formulating the means 
to best attain future results...whether those be in the 
areas of administration, programs, liturgy, finance, 
or--most importantly--outreach!  

But the third day's experience was by far the most 
impressive.   Wisdom House has a large and beauti-
ful chapel.  Its very design evokes a feeling of se-
renity and a connection with God and His son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  As the beautiful service con-
ducted by Fr. Swarr unfurled, and a particular New 
Testament lesson was read, I felt the calming em-
brace of Jesus through a revelation I find difficult to 
describe.  "Put down your net," the Lord said.  "Let 
me in."  And I realized the solution to my family's 
turmoil is completely out of my hands.  Jesus is in 
control.  "Just let me in," He said to me. 

And I did. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

I pray for all in our parish who suffer. I give thanks to 
all who reach out with a helping hand.  And I delight 
in the planting of a tree, so that life goes on, and the 
emulation of Christ is never forgotten.   We are the 
lambs of God.  Jesus is our shepherd.  The fashion-
ing winds of March are but for a moment--the heal-
ing tranquility of our Lord and Savior is for eternity. 

THE FASHIONING WINDS OF MARCH BY DICK VOLKER 

VESTRY ANNOUNCEMENT   MEG SCHOENEMANN, SENIOR WARDEN 

The  chapel at Wisdom House featuring art-windows  

installed in 2006.  

The windows entitled ñIn Sophiaôs Gardenò were created 

by artist Hugh OôDonnell of Boston University.    

In accordance with Diocesan procedure, the Vestry has filled a vacant position left by Denise McCarthy.   
Collette Ingram will serve in the vacancy until the next Annual Meeting.  At that time, the position will be filled 
by election.  We thank Collette for answering this call to serve St. Markôs and welcome her aboard!  
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MISSION STATEMENT: 
ñThe mission of the community 
of St. Markôs Church is to 
spread the good news of Jesus 
Christ through joyous worship, 
ongoing Christian formation, 
and active spiritual outreach 
offered through the collective 
giving of our time, talent, and 
treasure.ò 

St. Markôs will be observing Holy Week (the week before Easter) with 

the following celebrations and services 

Wednesday, March 31 :  At 11:30 a mid-week Eucharist will be held. 

At 7:00 p.m. an evening prayer service will be held with periods of 

silence, prayer, Biblical reflection and sharing. Both events help to 

center the Body of Christ as we enter into the mysteries of the 

Triduum (Maundy Thursday through the Great Vigil of Easter). 
 

Thursday, April 1 :  

Maundy Thursday. A 7:00 pm liturgy will help us reflect 

on Jesusô Last Supper with his Disciples in the Upper 

Room. As part of this beautiful celebration St. Markôs 

will celebrate the Holy Eucharist, re-enact Jesusô 

command for us to love one another through foot 

washing, and prepare the nave as a tomb to receive 

Christôs Body. Following the liturgy a prayer vigil will be 

held as we keep watch with Christ in the Garden. 

Friday, April 2 :  

Good Friday is the day on which our Lord was 

crucified. Good Friday liturgies will be held at noon and 

at 7:00 pm. Both services will be preceded by the 

Stations of the Cross held at 11:30 and 6:30 

respectively. 

Saturday, April 3 :  

Holy Saturday and the Great Vigil of Easter.  

At 7:30 p.m. the Community of St. Markôs will gather 

together in hope and expectation for the 

Resurrection of Jesus Christ. We will gather in the 

dim light to witness the burst of new life and light 

made known to us in the kindling of the ñNew Fireò.  

Following this we will process into the Church to 

remember the many ways God has brought new life 

to humanity. The recounting of the story of 

redemption will include art, song, and skits. Following 

the recounting of Godôs redemptive action we will celebrate the first 

Eucharist of Easter. Easter Vigil is truly one of the greatest 

celebrations in the Christian Church and your presence will make it 

that much richer! Following the service there will be a reception you 

wonôt want to miss! 

Sunday, April 4 :  

Easter Sunday will be celebrated at St. Markôs in 

joyful fashion. There will be both 8:00 am and 10:00 

am services celebrating the Resurrection of Christ. 

HOLY WEEK AT ST. MARKõS 
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ADULT EDUCATION TO ENRICH YOUR LENTEN JOURNEY 

Every Wednesday evening beginning February 24 and continuing 

through March 24 Parishioners from St. Markôs will join with members of 

Epiphany Wilbraham for a time of food, fellowship, study and worship. 

From 6:00-8:00 pm followers of Jesus will gather for a simply Lenten 

meal, a time to discuss the basic marks of a vibrant Christian community, 

and contemplative candle-lit prayer. 

Epiphany Wilbraham is located at 20 Highland Avenue in Wilbraham. 

Members of St. Markôs will be meeting at the St. Markôs parking lot to 

carpool to Epiphany at 5:45 pm. 

Please sign up for this program in the Great Hall if you plan on attending 

so Epiphany can be sure to have enough supplies. 

Please plan on attending this event as part of your Lenten journey. 

HANDS ON HOLY WEEK:   

Palm Sunday is a strange day. It begins with the church marching with 

palms in hand shouting praises for the coming King of kings. It begins 

as a celebration of Jesus entering into Jerusalem in triumph and joy. 

Before you know it, this joyful celebration has been transformed into an 

unjust trial and a brutal death. When one thinks about the scope of Palm 

Sunday it is enough to make oneôs head spin. This year, to help all of us 

enter a little more fully into the events of Palm Sunday and Holy Week 

which follows thereafter I am proud to introduce Hands on Holy Week: a 

Multi-Generational Experience. 

From 9:00-9:50 in the Great Hall multiple Holy Week Stations will be set 

up for all to participate at. Each station will have a specific theme reflect-

ing a part of the Holy Week experience. One station will give people of 

all ages an opportunity to feel the weight of Jesusô Cross which he and 

Simon of Cyrene carried to Golgotha. Another station will give all an op-

portunity to pound a nail into the Cross of Christ. Another Station will 

have a Crown of Thorns and a reflection and work project. There will be 

a ñLast Supperò station where we will be able to experience some of the 

food which Jesus and his Disciples shared with one another on Maundy 

Thursday. The Final Station will be the ñSin Burning Stationò where all 

present will have the opportunity to witness the power of Christôs death 

upon the Cross. 

Please be sure to attend Hands on Holy Week on Sunday, March 28 

from 9:00-9:50 am. 

A Way for Adults and Children to Enter Into Palm Sunday and 

Holy Week in a More Meaningful Way  by Fr. Peter Swarr 

SAVE THE DATE(S) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 20, 2010 at 7pm. 
St. Mark's will hold a  
'60s OLDIES DANCE  

in the Great Hall. 
Food will be provided with the 

cost of the ticket. 
ñKidsittingò available with a do-

nation to the Youth Group. 
Come and have loads of fun as 
DJ Mike Yacavone spins great 

rock and roll. 
Sign the list in the hall to  

reserve a table holding up to 8 
guests.  

Tickets can be purchased from 
Cele Schmaelzle.   

Proceeds will go to St. Marks. 
Ticket price:$15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Markôs Annual Golf  

Tournament  

has been scheduled for  

June 26 th.  

More details will be distributed in 

the near future. 


