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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER AT ST. MARK’S  

Nature seems to be waking up. Just the other day I 
walked around the Rectory and found a few cro-
cuses beginning to bloom despite the morning 
frost. Spring is a reminder of new life, springing 
forth despite the cold and harsh realities of winter. 
Yet the glories of spring and our joy in its advent is 
all the more profound because we have trudged 
through the cold and challenging days of winter. 

The Christian calendar has been marching ever 
onwards toward the glorious days of Holy Week 
and Easter. In this period of time the Church and all 
the faithful confront the reality of winter and spring 
in our own lives and most significantly in the life of 
Christ. For all of us pain and hardship as well as 
joy and hope are part and parcel of life. The Chris-
tian faith embodies this reality in Holy Week and 
Easter. Through these days of devotion we enter 
into the very depths of love (Maundy Thursday), 
cruelty (Good Friday), despair (Holy Saturday), and 
unspeakable hope and joy (Easter Vigil and 
Easter). 

Jesus‟ last days before his death are a vivid re-
minder that God enters into not only human joy, but 
also pain and even death. In the events of Holy 
Week we are reminded that Christ walks the road 
of the world‟s suffering just as he embodies the joy 
of life triumphing over death. 

For all of us, the days of Holy Week and Easter are 
an opportunity for us to find Christ present in all of 
life, transforming and invigorating all that we will 
ever encounter. I hope and pray that all members 
of the community of St. Mark‟s might participate 
fully in the events of Holy Week and Easter. It is 
through walking with Christ towards his betrayal, 
death and glorious resurrection that we begin to 
see and sense the power of God‟s presence with 
us in all  things. It is only through walking through 
the challenges and despairs of life that the great 
Resurrection event of Easter takes on its fullest 
power and significance. 

Therefore I urge all of us to enter in with heart, 
mind, soul, and strength into the days of Holy 
Week and the Joys of Easter. 

Blessings be with you all in this most holy and 
blessed season of the Church‟s year. 

Fr. Peter Swarr 
Rector 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Schedule for Holy Week and Easter  

 

Wednesday, Mar 31 st  
11:30a Eucharist,  

7:00p Evening Prayer with biblical reflection &     

sharing 

Thursday, April 1 st   

7:00p Maundy Thursday Liturgy with foot washing 

& preparation of the Nave as a tomb, followed by 

an all night prayer vigil 

Friday, April 2 nd  

8:00 a.m. Prayer service  

11:30a Stations of the Cross 

12:00p Good Friday Liturgy 

6:30p Stations of the Cross   

7:00p Good Friday Liturgy 

Saturday, April 3 rd  

7:30p The Great Vigil of Easter with Holy Baptism. 

Plan on attending this service not only with St. 

Mark‟s members but also members of Epiphany, 

Wilbraham and members of other East Long-

meadow congregations 

Sunday, April 4 th  

8:00 & 10:00a Easter Sunday Eucharist  



The Epistle is published monthly by 
St. Mark's Church.  The deadline is 
usually the 3rd Tuesday of every 
month unless otherwise noted. 

 

Next deadline is   

Tuesday, April 18 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  
“The mission of the community 
of St. Mark‟s Church is to 
spread the good news of Jesus 
Christ through joyous worship, 
ongoing Christian formation, 
and active spiritual outreach 
offered through the collective 
giving of our time, talent, and 
treasure.” 

RECTOR’S VACATION 

Fr. Peter will be going on vacation Sunday afternoon, April 4 until 
Thursday, April 15. In case of a pastoral emergency please contact 
Fr. Darius Mojallali, priest-in-charge of St. David‟s, Agawam. Father 
Darius‟ cell phone number is (413) 626-6391. If you do not need 
emergency pastoral aid, please call Fr. Peter at the church office and 
simply leave a message for him on his voice mail or with Diane. He 
will get back to you following April 15. 

(Please note that Diane will also be away Thursday April 15, therefore the 
office will be closed that day as well as the normal Friday, April 16) 

ARCHBISHOP DESMOND TUTU IS COMING TO SPRINGFIELD:  

Attend His Inaugural Lecture with St. Mark’s Members 

On Tuesday, April 20 , Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and retired 
Archbishop of South Africa, Desmond Tutu, will be speaking at  
Symphony Hall. Archbishop Tutu is one of the world‟s most inspiring 
speakers and human rights activists. Archbishop Tutu brings a vibrant 
faith and grace-filled sense of humor to every event he is involved in. 
His lecture, which will be held at Springfield‟s Symphony Hall from 
4:15-5:45 p.m. is free and open to the public.  
Tickets are, nonetheless, required for this event. St. Mark‟s will be or-
dering tickets ahead, so please let the church office know if you would 
like to attend (413) 525-6341. Carpooling from St. Mark‟s will also be 
offered. Those interested in carpooling should arrive at St. Mark‟s no 
later than 3:30 p.m. to carpool. For further information please speak 
with Fr. Peter Swarr. 

FOOD FOR THE POOR MINISTRIES TO V IS IT ST . MARK’ S ON 

SUNDAY, APR IL 25  

A representative from internationally acclaimed Food for the Poor 
Ministries will be visiting St. Mark‟s on Sunday, April 25 . Food for the 
Poor‟s central focus to feed the hungry comes directly from Holy 
Scripture quoting Matthew 25:37 which reads “Lord, when did we see 
You hungry and feed You?”. Fr. Horvath, an Episcopal Priest and 
missionary will be preaching at both the 8 and 10 am services that 
day. He will also be able to meet with interested parishioners follow-
ing the service. Brochures and posters will be distributed in the weeks 
leading up to this visit. For further information on Food for the Poor 
please visit www.foodforthepoor.org. 

http://www.foodforthepoor.org
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SAVE THE DATE 

The St. Markôs Duct Tape Collaborative To 

Meet Saturday, April 17 th  

 

 

 

On Saturday, April 17 th the Duct Tape collabora-
tive will gather for breakfast and then take part in 
our annual Spring clean-up. Please plan on taking 
part in caring for our grounds and physical plant. If 
you have any questions about the Spring Clean-
Up please speak with Junior Warden Rick Epaul. 

 

 
 
 
 

Bible Study at McLaren House  

in East Longmeadow.  

At the request of Bob Ames and other residents of 
Quarry Hill, Fr. Peter will be starting a Bible Study 
at Quarry Hill in East Longmeadow on Tuesday, 
April 27  at 1:00 p.m. The Bible Study will take 
place in the living room at McLaren House, 88 
Quarry Hill, East Longmeadow. All are welcome to 
attend, simply bring a Bible with you to the meet-
ing. For further information please speak with    
Fr. Peter Swarr. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education Leaders Pot -Luck and 

Gathering  

On Tuesday, April 27 at 6:30 pm Christian Edu-
cation Leaders (Godly Play through High School) 
at St. Mark‟s will meet for dinner, fellowship, mu-
tual support and planning. The evening gathering 
will take place at the Rectory (14 Melody Lane). If 
you are interested in learning more about this 
meeting or taking part in Christian Education at St. 
Mark‟s please speak with Meghan Lynch or Fr. 
Peter Swarr. 

ST . MARK’S TO SEND M ISSION TEAM 

TO APPALACHIA AUGUST 1-7, 2010.  

Following a wonderful mission trip discussion on 
Sunday, March 7, and with the support of the Ves-
try, St. Mark‟s will be sending a team of six to St. 
Paul, Virginia this summer to work with Episcopal 
Appalachia Ministries in repairing and improving 
homes in the Appalachia region. Currently Cele 
Schmaelze, Michael Lavery, Fr. Peter Swarr, Pat 
Thomas, and Ellie Otto have committed to attend 
this trip. Further information, presentations, and 
ways for the parish to support them in their mis-
sion will be announced in the near future. In the 
meantime, please keep the EAM Mission Team in 
your prayers. 

If you would like to help support this team or find 
out further information about the mission, please 
speak with any of the team members. 

VOLUNTEERS OPPORTUNI TIES !  

Shriners Hospital in Springfield is providing  
medical care to Haitian children injured in the 
earthquake. These children are in need of com-
panionship and emotional support while they re-
cover.  Shriners Hospital is seeking mature, com-
passionate individuals at least 18 years of age to 
volunteer a few hours each week to befriend these 
children. Please contact Kathleen Bachetti 
at  413.787.2007 or kbachetti@shrinenet.org if 
interested. 

 

Mercy Hospice , is planning a spring Volunteer 
Training session.  

Training begins Thursday, April 1st, 5:30–7:30 pm, 
and runs every Thursday thereafter for 10 weeks.   

If interested in participating call, Sherri Langevin, 
(413) 540-0140, Extension 1143; or email at 
sherri.langevin@sphs.com. 



HOLY GROUNDS CAFE  
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Easter Sunday Holy Grounds Cafe will be sponsored by Bob and Marge Shaw.   

They will provide their usual assortment of goodies for our enjoyment.  

 Many thanks for their generosity once again. 

The sponsors for the remainder of the month are: 

April 11 -  Virginia Denton 

April 18 - Marty and Meg Schoenemann 

April 25 - Jim and Francine Stubblefield (who are planning to visit St. Mark's on that day). 

We have one new volunteer for serving.   

Bob Ames has offered to help with serving on the 1st Sunday of each month.  Thanks Bob.   

If anyone is free to volunteer on the 4th Sunday of each month,  Lori and Kathleen could use the 

assist.  

VESTRY THOUGHT OF THE MONTH — RENEWALS AND RESURRE CTION 

I am a baseball fan. 

This is probably no surprise to those of you who know me.  There are a lot of baseball fans at St Mark‟s.  
Unlike most of them, I do not pull for either the Yankees or the Red Sox.  Instead, I live and die with the for-
tunes and, more often, the misfortunes of the New York Mets.  Maybe I can trace my MetFan-dom to growing 
up in New Jersey in the „50‟s when the Dodgers and Giants left town and no self-respecting kid from my 
neighborhood could ever root for the Yankees.   Maybe it has to do with the fact that I was educated by nuns 
through the eighth grade and learned that if life was too enjoyable you weren‟t doing a good enough job aton-
ing for your sins. 

Even Mets fans love this time of year.  It is time for Spring Training.  Spring Training starts with this wonderful 
thing called “Pitchers and Catchers.” No phrase in American sports lexicon says renewal and new beginning 
like that one. Every baseball fan knows that pitchers and catchers report to spring training in Mid February 
(around the time of Ash Wednesday) and their activity marks a time of preparation for a new season filled 
with hope and change.  Shortly afterward the rest of the team joins the pitchers and catchers and a six week 
time of forgetting our past shortcomings and reflecting on how we might achieve future success begins.   
Sounds like Lent, doesn‟t it?  During Spring Training, everything is positive.  We welcome new players with 
high expectations.  If a player has a good day, we are quick to project that to mean he will have a wonderful 
year.  If a player has a bad day, we explain to ourselves that he was “working on something new” and this 
work will lead to lots of good things in the future. 

Spring Training ends in with a glorious event in early April called “Opening Day.”  A new team is resurrected 
out of the toil of spring training.  Each new team starts out 0-0 and we fans look forward to watching our boys 
succeed throughout the season and into October. 

As a member of the Vestry, I feel like we have been going thru our own version of Spring Training.  We had a 
wonderful retreat at Wisdom House which turned out to be the right blend of work, spiritual activities, and get-
ting to know each other.  Many of us attended a diocesan-wide training for vestry members and wardens and 
got to meet our counterparts from parishes around Western Massachusetts and learn new things about our 
roles on the vestry.  We planned a newcomer dinner at the Schoenemanns‟ house that was attended by sev-
eral new members of our parish.  We mourned the loss of some long time members of our parish. We started 
our work as a vestry with new members getting quickly up to speed and we saw that the “new” rector has his 
own style and a great game plan for us to “make it to the playoffs”.   All of this makes me very optimistic for 
the future of the faith community called St Mark‟s. 

Spring is here 

Let‟s go Mets (or Red Sox) (or Yankees) (or Tigers) (or…) 

Peace - Mike 



PARISH REGISTER:  
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Episcopalians from all across the Diocese of Western Massachusetts are invited to attend a 
dinner (hosted by the Hispanic Cathedral Congregation) and discussion of short-term mission 
at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 16 at Christ Church Cathedral (35 Chestnut St., Springfield). 

Long-term medical missionaries in the Dominican Republic Drs. Michael and Anita Dohn will 
be joining us to reflect on the role of short-term missions in long-term development and evan-
gelism. The Dohn‟s are health care missionaries in San Pedro de Macoris, Dominican Repub-

lic who work on community health issues 
through their role as medical directors of the 
Clinic of Hope and Charity. The Dohn's believe 
that medical care tangibly demonstrates God's 
love and concern to a suffering world. They 
seek to treat people with compassionate care 
to improve their health so that they may live 
fully in the redeemed life (you may learn more 
about the Dohn‟s by visiting 
www.dohnfamily.org). 

The Dohn‟s will spend time examining the role 
and support of short-term missionaries from 
their unique perspective. Their presentation 
and the following discussion is designed to 

help aid members of the Diocese of western Massachusetts in discerning a call to short-term 
mission work in the Dominican Republic in the summer of 2011. A team of 16 people is cur-
rently in the process of being formed by Canon Mike DeVine (Cathedral) and Fr. Peter Swarr 
(St. Mark‟s, E. Longmeadow) to take part in a 10 day mission trip. This trip will include a VBS 
with local children and a building project responding to the earthquake in Haiti. 

This dinner and discussion is the first opportunity for Episcopalians to learn about and con-
sider participating in this summer Mission. Further information about the trip will be available 
both at the dinner and in subsequent Diocesan publications. 

Please RSVP to Canon DeVine so we are sure to have enough food, seating, and supplies. 
The phone number at the Cathedral is (413) 736-2742 and Canon DeVine‟s email address is 
ap735@earthlink.net. 

HERE I AM, SEND ME: A DISCUSSION OF SHOR T-TERM MISSION AND  

INTRODUCTION TO THE PROPOSED SUMMER 2011 DIOCESAN MISSION  

TRIP TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AND HAITI . 

Deceased  

03/13/10 James “Jim” John Russell 1962-2010 

03/18/10 John “Jack” Winans  1909-2010 
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ARE THE RESPONSIBIL I TIES OF L IV ING ON YOUR OWN GETTING TO BE  TOO MUCH? 

Ruthôs House Assisted Living, a beautiful homelike residence located on the Jewish Geriatric 
Services (JGS) campus in Longmeadow, currently has private or companion suites avail-
able.  Residents can enjoy assistance with everyday needs, three daily meals, medication man-
agement, housekeeping, laundry and more.  Christian services are offered. Common areas, gar-
dens, walking paths and an extensive activities schedule provide many opportunities to socialize 
with friends. Our “Garden Level” is a separate, secure neighborhood specifically designed and 
staffed to meet the needs of residents with early-to-midstage Alzheimer‟s disease and related 
memory impairments. JGS is a faith-based, non-profit and nationally recognized organization, 
which provides services to people of all  faiths. Short -term or respite stays are also available 
for a variety of circumstances.    Please call (413) 567-6212 or visit www.jewishgeriatric.org to 
learn more.   

'NOW IS OUR NEW CREATION , ' HAITI B ISHOP TELLS EPISCOPAL CHURCH  
 
March 05, 2010 
  
[Episcopal News Service] Episcopal Diocese of Haiti Bishop Jean Zaché Duracin has written to 
the wider church saying that the magnitude-7 earthquake that struck the country Jan. 12 "was our 
baptism."  
 
"Now is our new creation," Duracin wrote on March 5. 
 
Duracin also asked for Episcopalians' patience as the diocese develops what he called a master 
plan to replace the physical structures of the diocese, which was devastated by the earthquake. 
The goal of that rebuilding will be to "continue to serve Haitian people with the same love, the 
same care, and the same support that we have always shown," he wrote. 
Most of the diocese's churches and schools were destroyed or heavily damaged. The convent of 
the Sisters of St. Margaret, adjacent to the cathedral, was also destroyed. 
The lost schools include the Holy Trinity complex of primary, music and trade schools next to the 
demolished diocesan cathedral, the university and the seminary, all in Port-au-Prince. A portion 
of the St. Vincent School for Handicapped Children, also in the Haitian capital, collapsed. Stu-
dents and possibly staff were killed at some of the schools. 
The diocese, known locally as Eglise Episcopale d'Haiti, is caring for about 25,000 to 30,000 Hai-

tians in roughly 60 settlements around the country. The earthquake left an estimated 230,000 

people dead and many towns in ruins; countless people have left the capital for the countryside. 

 

http://www.jewishgeriatric.org/
http://www.egliseepiscopaledhaiti.org/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/documents/Duracin_letter_March_2010.doc
http://www.ssmbos.com/Pages/Haiti.html
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St. Markôs Episcopal Church  

One Porter Road 

East Longmeadow, MA  01028-1348 

HELP WANTED! 
 

As you may recall, the Memorial Garden was re-landscaped in September 2008.  Therefore last summer 

was the first full year maintaining the larger garden.  As the garden got larger, I seem to have gotten older.  

So, I am looking for 2 or 3 people who will be willing to help me with this important weekly ministry of lawn 

cutting and occasional weeding and trimming.  It takes about one hour to cut the garden lawn so it is not a 

large time commitment. 

If you are interested, please see me and I will explain the details and introduce you to the lawnmower. 

Note:  The people who are involved in the weekly mowing of the entire lawn need not volunteer as you 

have already made a large commitment of time. 

Tom Williams 


