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OVERGROWN GARDENS & THE CHURCH:  

EASTER REFLECTIONS BY FR. PETER 

Angela and I recently returned from a wonderful post-
Easter Day vacation. We drove to Paducah, KY,  
Memphis, TN, and Pittsburgh, PA to catch up with friends 
and enjoy the beauty of springtime. All told we drove 
2,740 miles on our trip. That much driving means plenty 
of time for conversation, listening to music and books on 
CD as well as thinking. 
 

Driving in the midst of spring I was struck by the sheer 
amount of life and growth occurring all around us on 
nearly every mile of our drive. Nature has awoken from 
sleep and life is bursting forth all around. When we pulled 
into our driveway back in East Longmeadow that realiza-
tion took on a new meaning as I looked at the gardens 
and yard which I had left untended for nearly two weeks. 
The growth and life of nature which was so lovely on our 
drive looked like a pile of work on the rectory property. 

Nature needed some focus and control otherwise things 
simply looked overgrown and mismanaged. 
As I began to re-enter my day-to-day work life and meet 
with the Vestry and multiple parish leaders of St. Markôs 
that same realization kept popping up. Returning to work 
I have been struck by the incredible amount of activity 
and life at St. Markôs. New programs are being created 
such as a childrenôs choir and mission trips, the parish is 
welcoming multiple first time visitors and guest preach-
ers, we are reawakening dormant programs like VBS, 
and reinvigorating long-time programs such as the Golf 
Tournament and Eucharistic Visitors. As a result of all 
this growth we are seeing attendance increase as well.  
In 2009 our average Sunday attendance for the first 16 
weeks of the year was 105 people between the two ser-
vices.       
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On Sunday May 16 at both the 8 and 10 am services St. 
Markôs will be welcoming Drs. Michael and Anita Dohn, 
long-term medical missionaries in the Dominican Republic. 
Drs. Dohn will preach at both services and discuss their 
journey of discovery and call as they moved from working 
in a wealthy Cincinnati suburb to serving the poor and 
needy in San Pedro de Macor²s. 

In addition to learning about their journey of discovering 
their call to be missionaries, members of St. Markôs will 
have an opportunity to learn a little about their mission and 
simply get to know these amazing individuals. 

Following Sunday services and coffee hour at St. Markôs 
the Dohns will also be leading a dinner and discussion 
about short-term mission which will be attended by Episco-
palians from all across the Diocese of Western Massachu-
setts. This event entitled ñHere I Am, Send Meò will occur 
at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, May 16 at Christ Church Cathe-
dral (35 Chestnut St., Springfield). 

The Dohnôs will spend time examining the role and support 
of short-term missionaries from their unique perspective. 
Their presentation and the following discussion is de-
signed to help aid members of the Diocese of Western 
Massachusetts in discerning a call to short-term mission 
work in the Dominican Republic in the summer of 2011. A 
team of 16 people is currently in the process of being 
formed by Canon Mike DeVine (Cathedral) and Fr. Peter 
Swarr to take part in a 10 day mission trip. This trip will 
include a VBS with local children and a building project 
responding to the earthquake in Haiti. 

This dinner and discussion is the first opportunity for Epis-
copalians to learn about and consider participating in this 
summer Mission. Further information about the trip will be 
available both at the dinner and in subsequent Diocesan 
publications. 

If you would like to attend the evening event at the Cathe-
dral simply speak with Fr. Peter or RSVP to Canon De-
Vine. The phone number at the Cathedral is (413) 736-
2742 and Canon DeVineôs email address is 
ap735@earthlink.net. 

ST. MARKõS TO WELCOME  

MEDICAL MISSIONARIES  

DRS. MICHAEL AND ANITA DOHN  

mailto:ap735@earthlink.net
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MISSION STATEMENT: 
ñThe mission of the community 
of St. Markôs Church is to 
spread the good news of Jesus 
Christ through joyous worship, 
ongoing Christian formation, 
and active spiritual outreach 
offered through the collective 
giving of our time, talent, and 
treasure.ò 

MISSION TEAM TO APPALACHIAõS NEXT MEETING IS 

SCHEDULED FOR SUNDAY, MAY 30 

St. Markôs is in the process of forming a short-term mission team to 
serve those in need in Appalachia in conjunction with Episcopal Appa-
lachian Ministries. The May 30th meeting will give further details about 
the trip, be a time for planning and preparation, and provide an oppor-
tunity to learn about some of the economic and environmental chal-
lenges facing people in the Appalachia region. St. Markôs members 
who do not plan on attending the trip are warmly invited to attend the 
planning meeting to learn more about this mission project and offer 
prayer support and logistical support. 

The trip will take place August 1-7, 2010. Currently Fr. Peter, Cele 
Schmaelzle, and Ellie Otto have turned in paper work for this trip. 
Three additional spaces remain for interested parish members. 

For further information please speak with Fr. Peter or email him at  
rector@stmarksma.org. 

ST. MARKõS ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT,  

THE OPEN PANTRY OPEN (OPO) RETURNS! 

 The St. Markôs OPO is scheduled for June 26th, 

beginning at 2:00 pm at the Hampden Country 

Club at 128 Wilbraham Rd. 

50% of proceeds of this St. Markôs event have 

been designated by the Vestry to be given to the 

Open Pantry of Springfield to help those in need 

in our community. The remaining 50% of the pro-

ceeds have been designated to be given to the 

St. Markôs Youth Pilgrimage to the Grand Tetons 

in Wyoming which is schedule for the summer of 2011.  

Come out, enjoy the day, golf, good company and some friendly  

competition while supporting two wonderful causes. 

The cost for the St. Markôs OPO is a reasonable 95 dollars per person 

or 360 per foursome. This cost includes greens fees with a cart, a 

cookout at the Hampden Country Club following the tournament, and 

an assortment of prizes. 

A 15 dollar per person donation will be accepted for people who would 

like to attend the cookout and award ceremonies but not golf. 

Registration forms and fliers will be available beginning in May.  

Be sure to tell friends, co-workers, golfing partners, and neighbors 

about this event. 

Please speak with: Alicia Przybylowicz, Rick Epaul, Mike Santoro, or 

Fr. Peter for further information. 

mailto:rector@stmarksma.org
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Are You Interested in a  

Childrenôs Choir at St. Markôs? 

Early in my time at St. Markôs I held 
numerous home visitations where I got to know 
parish members and learn about some of their 
hopes for St. Markôs, a number of people men-
tioned an interest in a childrenôs choir. Marcia 
Jester and I would like to create a ñpick-upò chil-
drenôs choir during the summer with hopes of con-
tinuing it through the regular program season. 

The summer childrenôs choir would meet at 9:15 at 
St. Markôs where children would learn the song of 
the day. Then at the 10:00 am service the chil-
drenôs choir would sing their song at the Offertory. 

For this choir to work we need just a few things: 
interested children and parents, and adult volun-
teers who are willing to help teach and lead the 
childrenôs choir. Support and music will be pro-
vided by Fr. Peter and by Marcia Jester. 

If you are interested in helping or have other ideas 
or suggestions please let us know! 

Music at St. Markôs: Making A 

Joyful Noise to God This Summer  

St. Markôs is planning a new musical 

tradition for Summer. Beginning on June 6th and 

continuing through Labor Day Sunday members of 

St. Markôs are invited to offer their musical or artis-

tic gifts as part of our common 10:00 am worship. 

Since the choir will not be singing there are a few 

different parts of the service that could use YOU. 

Specifically, music or an artistic offering are 

needed as a prelude and at communion. Please 

consider playing the piano, singing a song, strum-

ming your guitar, dancing before God, playing your 

harmonica, or offering whatever artistic or musical 

gift you would like to the Glory of God this sum-

mer. If you are interested in offering your talent to 

God and the community please speak with Marcia 

Jester, 413 998-3130 or by email, 

mljester@aol.com  

Overgrown Gardens & the Church -contôd from pg1 

This year our average Sunday attendance is 119. 
In other words, attendance has increased by 
14.3%!  St. Markôs is growing and flourishing along 
with nature. 
 
Growth is a sign of life and can be a sign of Godôs 
Spirit leading the Church into new ministries and 
new forms of worship and service. That said, at 
our last Vestry meeting it was clear that so much 
growth and activity can also be a challenge. Just 
like my yard and garden, untended and unplanned 
growth which does not fit into the mission and vi-
sion of God can become a challenge and a drain 
of energy and time. We all know how true this can 
be. Filling our schedules to the utmost with no re-
gard for our overall goals and hopes is not a recipe 
for joy but rather a recipe for stress and exhaus-
tion. 
 
I along with your Vestry am committed to taking 
time to intentionally and prayerfully consider and 
discern what ministries we should forge ahead with 
and what ministries we should wait to start in the 
months and years to come. God desires health 
and growth for St. Markôs, but God also desires 
that growth to accord with Godôs vision and plan 

It is a challenge for the church to take time to dis-
cern that vision, and to intentionally live into the 
new life the Spirit offers. 
I encourage you to join with the Vestry and myself 
in this discipline of intentional, thoughtful growth. 
Just as untended growth can overwhelm a gar-
dener and church volunteers (not to mention paid 
staff), so too it can overwhelm all of us.  
In these days of spring seek God.  
Remember to leave time for weeding and tending, 
and caring for the soil of your life. Remember that 
intentionality and planning lead to rich and vibrant 
life whereas over-commitment leads to hectic and 
frantic scurrying to and fro which God does not 
desire for us. 
 

Blessings to you in this period of growth. May you 
have the grace to patiently and intentionally tend 
the soil of your life which God has gifted you with. 
 

Ever in the Risen One, 

 

Fr. Peter 

mailto:mljester@aol.com
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SAVE THE DATE 
St. Markôs to Participate in the  

East Longmeadow  

Community Blitz Day of Service  

May 22, 9:00-2:00 

East Longmeadow United Methodist Church has 

invited St. Markôs to take part in a Community Blitz 

Day. Members of local congregations will partner 

with the EL Senior Center to provide spring 

cleanup, small repairs, window cleaning and other 

acts of service. 

 

Blitz participants will meet at the 

High School where the Lions com-

munity breakfast starts at 8:00 a.m.. 

Our hope is that through the com-

bined numbers of local congrega-

tions there will be enough partici-

pants to create teams of 6 or so to 

help all those in need in our community. 

 

If you do not feel called to do physi-

cal labor but would still like to sup-

port this effort, there is a need for 

bagged lunches to be provided for 

blitz members. 

Contact Fr. Peter if you are interested in participat-

ing in any way in this event. 

 

 

St. Markôs Prepares to Feed the 

Hungry at Loaves and Fishes in 

Springfield, Saturday, May 8  

Please consider taking part in St. Markôs outreach 

to those in need in Springfield on Saturday, May 8. 

Members of the parish, led by Mary Dunklee will 

head to South Congregational Church, 45 Maple 

St., Springfield, to serve a meal to those in need. 

Consider taking a few hours of your Saturday to 

reach out to the hungry and needy in the name of 

Christ.   

For further information please contact Mary 

Dunklee 413 566-3129. 

St. Markôs Vacation Bible School Planning 

Meeting, Sunday, May 2 , 11:00 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

St. Markôs has chosen to offer a Vacation Bible 

School this summer July 26-29.  Fr. Peter will be 

helping to coordinate the reintroduction of this well-

received and much loved St. Markôs tradition. 

Our theme will be Egypt: Josephôs Journey from 

Prison to Palace and it promises to be a wonderful 

event for volunteers and children alike. To date 

nearly 20 people have already signed on to help 

lead VBS. We are still looking for 12 more volun-

teers to help lead music, outreach to newcomers, 

and some other administrative roles. 

A planning meeting will be held on Sunday, May 2 

following the 10 am church service. All interested 

people are welcome and encouraged to take part 

in this meeting where we will examine the curricu-

lum, divide roles, and form small ministry teams to 

plan, prepare and pray for Vacation Bible School. 

Please plan on attending this meeting. If you have 
any further questions do not hesitate to contact Fr. 
Peter at rector@stmarksma.org. 

 
Giving Thanks to St. Markôs Musicians:  

Sunday, May 30  

St. Markôs is blessed by the presence 

of so many individuals who value music 

and are willing to give of their time and 

talent to sing a new song to 

God. Music is a gift for which all of us are 

thankful. On Sunday, May 30th at the 

10:00 am Service the Choir of St. Markôs 

will perform for the last time before their 

annual summer break. As a congrega-

tion we will pause in the midst of the ser-

vice to give thanks to them and to God 

for their presence in our midst. 

Please plan on being a part of this festival 

celebration of music and those who are 

stewards of it at St. Markôs. 

mailto:rector@stmarksma.org


HOLY GROUNDS CAFE  

PARISH REGISTER: 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE TREASURER:  

The sacrament of Holy Baptism  

was administered to  

Jacob Decovin Thomas  

during the Great Vigil of Easter,  

April 3, 2010  

We entered the current year with an anticipated 
deficit of about $8,000 for 2010, or nearly $2000 
per quarter. The actual gap between expenditures 
and income since the first of the year has been in 
excess of that amount. 

In order to cover the expense/income imbalance, a 
transfer from the savings account to the checking 
account of $2000 was made on 2/17/10. Looking 
beyond the first quarter, this trend has continued in 
April. On 4/23/10 another $4000 was transferred 
from savings to checking. Checks have already 
been written for the majority of the transferred 
amounts of the combined $6000. 

Unanticipated future expenses have recently be-
come apparent. The most imminent project is a 
$9000 roof repair expected to occur in the current 
quarter. Also, at the end of 2009, the Finance 
Committee recommended and the Vestry ap-
proved the tithing of $5000 from the Forrest gift, 
which has been designated for a number of chari-
ties. That gifting should begin as soon as possible. 
In addition to other major maintenance projects on 
the horizon, the interest payments on the existing 
bank loan will increase in the near future. The line-
of-credit is based on the floating prime rate that is 
3 ı % at this time, which is the lowest rate in more 
than half a century. This rate will not remain static 
for long, according to the Chairman of the Federal 
Reserve. The prime rate and our mirrored interest 
rate on the line-of-credit are expected to double in 
about the next two years according to Value Line 
Investment Surveyôs projection.  

In recognition of the growing deficit spending, the 
Finance Committee has formed a sub-committee, 
which has been dubbed the Gap Committee. The 
Committee has already begun working to reduce 
or eliminate the disparity between income and 
spending by enhancing the income side while de-
creasing spending. The Committee seeks to con-
trol spending inefficiencies while maintaining the 
mission of St. Marks Church and the quality pro-
grams.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rick Stevens 

The frequency of the Holy Grounds 

Cafe may change in the coming 

months.   

The schedules have been completed through June 

27.  There is a plan afoot to have limited coffee 

service and no food for the 2nd and 4th Sundays of 

the month.  Our servers are not plentiful and many 

have been a part of this ministry since the initiation 

of the Holy Grounds Cafe.   

Despite many requests for volunteer servers, the 

group is still comprised of just a handful of people 

on a regular basis.  Many thanks to those of  you 

who jump in as needed. 

 

If any volunteer for baking or serving has not re-

ceived the current schedule (Apr 4 thru June 27), 

please call Ginny at 413-786-2872.   

You will be provided with a copy ASAP.   

If you find that you will be unable to serve or bake 

on your appointed Sunday, please call Ginny. 

 

The sponsors for the month of May are : 

 

May 2    The Goulart Family 

May 9    Virginia Denton 

May 16   Russ and Betty Rennell 

May 23   Linda Taupier 

May 30   Lester and Ginny Sill 
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ST. MARKõS EUCHARISTIC VISITORS, 

CARING FOR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 

OF THE CHURCH 
Month-in and month-out a small but dedicated 

group of Eucharistic Visitors (EVs) spend about an 

hour on Sunday visiting homebound members of 

St. Markôs. More than a dozen long-time members 

of St. Markôs are no longer able to attend weekly 

worship due to lack of transportation or illness. 

Eucharistic Visitors bring the Body and Blood of 

Christ to these people. In so doing EVs offer sup-

port, friendship, and a tangible connection with the 

Church. St. Markôs two commissioned and active 

Eucharistic Visitors are Sandi Moore and Linda 

Taupier. With a growing number of members re-

questing visits and the Eucharist the Vestry feels it 

is time to invite others into this ministry. If you are 

interested in learning more about this ministry 

please speak with either of them. You will be able 

to take part in a number of visits alongside these 

two well-versed EVs and learn at your own speed. 

Diocesan training will also be provided. 

ST. MARKõS KEEPS REACHING OUT TO 

RESIDENTS OF LOCAL 

NURSING HOMES. 
Beginning under the leadership of 

Fr. Paul Briggs and Charlie Fishkin 

St. Markôs has provided monthly worship services 

for residents of Redstone Rehabilitation and East 

Longmeadow Skilled Nursing Center for a number 

of years. Once a month Fr. Peter, Charlie Fishkin, 

and Lois Costa meet at St. Markôs at 10:15 to 

travel to a local nursing home, offer music, a full 

Eucharist with sermon, and a time of fellowship 

and worship for residents. Typically services last 

from 10:30-11:10 am. Any and all volunteers are 

most welcome to take part in this heartwarming 

and important ministry. 

Christ called the Church to reach out to the aged, 

those who are sick and alone. Your presence, 

smile, willingness to sing and interact with resi-

dents of these nursing homes is an important and 

profound Christian witness. Please consider tak-

ing part in these services. 

Also, if you have a family member or acquaint-

ance residing at E.L. Skilled Nursing or Redstone, 

let them know about the worship services. 

Services are offered at Redstone on the second 

Wednesday of the month and at E.L. Skilled Nurs-

ing on the 3rd Sunday of the month. 

For further information speak with Charlie Fishkin, 

Lois Costa, or Fr. Peter. 

PENTECOST TO BE CELEBRATED WITH 

BAPTISMS AND A SPECIAL  

MULTI-LINGUAL READING OF ACTS 

Pentecost is the day when the Church celebrates the gift of the Holy Spirit in the midst of her 

life. As such we hear the story of the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Disciples and the way 

that they then preached to thousands in the midst of the streets of Jerusalem. This preaching 

took place in such a way that people who spoke a multitude of languages could understand the 

Disciples. 

As such, all members of St. Markôs who are able to read a language other than English are encouraged to 
contact Fr. Peter. He would like them to read the account of Day of Pentecost in a foreign language as part of 
our common worship. The more languages present the better! Email Fr. Peter at rector@stmarksma.org or 
call at 413-525-6341. 
 Pentecost is the day where the Church is equipped with the gifts it needs to minister in Christôs name to the 

world. As such many call Pentecost the Churchôs birthday. Because of Pentecostôs great importance in the 

history and life of the church it has long been a tradition for Baptisms to be celebrated. This Pentecost will be 

no exception as we welcome into the Body of Christ Julia, Harrison, Erin & Caroline Peteros. Please keep the 

Peteros family in your prayers as they prepare for the waters of Baptism. 

mailto:rector@stmarksma.org



