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On Sunday, May 16 nearly 40 people from around 

the Diocese of Western Massachusetts including 

five members of St. Markôs, gathered at Christ 

Church Cathedral to enjoy an authentic Dominican 

meal (prepared by members of the Cathedralôs His-

panic  Congregation), enjoy a fascinating presenta-

tion of short-term mission by Drs. Michael and Anita 

Dohn which is available on the St. Markôs website, 

and learn some of the details about the proposed 

2011 summer mission to the DR. 

A team of 16 people is being formed from across 

the diocese. These team members will travel to the 

Island of Hispaniola for a ten day mission trip. Cur-

rent plans are for the missioners to stay in the bor-

der community of Jimani on the Haitian border. Mis-

sioners will lead a vacation bible school in conjunc-

tion with local Dominican Episcopalians. Additionally 

a building project will be undertaken across the bor-

der in Haiti to help local churches respond to the 

influx of Haitian refugees from the disastrous Port-

au-Prince earthquake of January 2010. 

DIOCESAN MISSION TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC (DR) AND HAITI:  

NEXT PLANNING MEETING SET FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 27 AT 5:00 P.M. AT  

CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL, SPRINGFIELD 

 

Applications for the trip will be accepted beginning 

on Sunday, June 27th.  There are a number of ex-

pectations for team members including: participation 

in planning, cultural education, team-building, fund 

raising, diocesan-wide communication, prayer, wor-

ship, and faith-building exercises. Team members 

will be expected to commit to every-other month 

planning meetings as well as around 700 dollars for 

the cost of airfare and ground transportation. Other 

costs will be paid for through fundraising and grant 

requests. 

The team leaders for this trip are Fr. Peter and the 

Very Rev. Jim Munroe, dean of the Cathedral. 

Please plan on attending the June 27th meeting to 

learn more details and find out how you can partici-

pate in this mission either as a team member or as 

a supporter. 

For further information please contact Fr. Peter or 

visit the St. Markôs website and click on the mission 

tab. 

ST. MARKõS MISSION TO APPALACHIA: SERVING OTHERS IN CHRISTõS NAME 

From August 1-7 members of St. Markôs will be trav-

eling to St. Paul, VA to help people in need in the 

name of Christ. Michael Lavery, Ellie Otto, Cele 

Schmaelzle, and Fr. Peter will be traveling together 

to Grace House (www.graceappalachia.org), a mis-

sion center run by Episcopal Appalachian Ministries 

(www.visit-eam.org) . Each team member will be 

working with Episcopalians from across the US as 

we help rebuild and repair homes. Please be sure to 

pray for each team member as they prepare for this 

trip. 

Two more spots remain for St. Markôs members 

who would like to serve as part of this mission. If 

you are interested please speak with Fr. Peter as 

soon as possible. 

For more information, please talk with a team mem-

ber. 
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MISSION STATEMENT: 
ñThe mission of the community 
of St. Markôs Church is to 
spread the good news of Jesus 
Christ through joyous worship, 
ongoing Christian formation, 
and active spiritual outreach 
offered through the collective 
giving of our time, talent, and 
treasure.ò 

GOLF TOURNAMENT TO SUPPORT FOOD PANTRY AND 

YOUTH PROGRAM 
Open Pantry Community Services, Inc.  

and St. Markôs Episcopal Church of East Longmeadow 
jointly announce the upcoming  

ñOpen Pantry Openò  

golf tournament to benefit the Open Pantry and the St. Markôs youth 
formation program.  

The golf tournament will be held at 2 PM on Saturday, June 26, 2010 
at the Hampden Country Club, Hampden, MA. 

 

To register for the scramble-format tournament, call St. Markôs at 413-
525-6341 or simply fill out the registration form on page 3 and mail it 
along with your check to the address provided by June 20, 2010. The 
cost to play will be $95 per person or $360 for a foursome. The regis-
tration fee will include greens fee with a cart, prizes and a post-
tournament cookout. 

 

Proceeds of the tournament will be split evenly to benefit the Open 
Pantry and the St Markôs ñJourney to Adulthoodò program. The youth 
members will be present the day of the event to collect cans and 
other non-perishable food to donate to the Open Pantry. 

 

ñI think it is great that our parish decided to split our fundraiser pro-
ceeds with the Open Pantry. Part of being an engaged Christian 
means thinking beyond our own walls, and that is what St. Markôs 
tries to do every day,ò explains Rev. Peter Swarr. ñIt is an important 
message for our young people, and now they are leading by exam-
ple.ò 

 

Open Pantry Community Services, Inc was established as a private, 
non-profit organization in 1975. It endeavors to assist people who are 
hungry, homeless, or disadvantaged to improve the quality of their 
lives. 

 

The St. Markôs youth program, called ñJourney to Adulthood,ò helps 
young people in 6th to 12th grade gain the skills they need to become 
successful adults and thoughtful Christians. The 9th and 10th graders 
are embarking on a pilgrimage to the Grand Tetons next summer that 
will be funded in part by this golf tournament. Journey to Adulthood 
and all other St. Markôs youth programs are open to the community. 
More information can be found on the church website, 
www.stmarksma.org. 

The Open Pantry Open 

Golf Tournament  

Saturday, June 26, 2010  

Hampden Country Club  

1:30 p.m.  
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St. Markôs  and thepresent  

The Open Pantry Open Golf Tournament  

        Saturday, June 26, 2010  

  Hampden Country Club,   Hampden, MA  

            Format :  4-person scramble  (best ball) 

    2 pm Shotgun start - Please arrive no later than 1:30  

             BE SURE TO BRING NON-PERISHABLE FOOD FOR THE OPEN PANTRY!  

         $95 per person ($360 per foursome) includes:  

  Greens Fees with Cart  
  Cookout at Hampden Country Club after the tournament  

  Prizes  

    ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE OPEN PANTRY AND ST. MARKõS YOUTH PROGRAMS 

     $15 donation per person to attend Cookout only (at approx. 6:45pm)  

Make checks payable to St. Markôs Church & submit entry fee with  registration form by Sunday, June 20 to: 

St. Markôs Episcopal Church,   1 Porter Road,   E. Longmeadow, MA 01028        (413.525.5341) 

Questions ?  Call Rick Epaul  413-566-0122 or 413-531-5122   -or-  Mark Decker  413-525-4469 

 ǐDirections  to Hampden CC online at hampdencountryclub.com or call Hampden CC 413-566-8010 

 ǐFormat info :  In a scramble (with 4-person teams, handicaps not applied), each player tees off on each  hole.  

The best of the tee shots is selected and all players play their second shots from that spot. The best of the second 
shots is determined, then all play their third shots from that spot, and so on until the ball is holed. 

========================================================================== 
List Team Members 

(please print legibly)  

1. Player Name: (& phone number)    _______________________________________________ 

  

2. Player Name:  (& phone number)   _______________________________________________ 

  

3: Player Name:  (& phone number)   _______________________________________________ 

  

4: Player Name:  (& phone number)   _______________________________________________ 

  

          (Donôt have a foursome?   Fill out the players you have and youôll be matched with other players) 

  

# of Players_________ x  $95 =  $___________ (complete foursomes total $360) 

 (names of those attending only the cookout: ____________________________________________________________)         

 # for Cookout Only ____ x $15 =  $___________     TOTAL ENCLOSED : $____________ 
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SUMMER WORSHIP AT ST. MARKõS MUSIC AT ST. MARKõS:  

MAKING A JOYFUL NOISE TO GOD 

THIS SUMMER 

Summer is fast approaching. Ask any student or 

teacher and they can probably give you a count-

down of how many days remain before summer 

vacation. Here at St. Markôs signs of summer 

are also beginning to appear. The choir has 

gone on its well-deserved summer break, 

church school teachers who have served God 

tirelessly this past year and eager students are 

no longer meeting every week. Summer is on its 

way. 

That said, as some of our ministries begin to 

take Sabbath-time, others are just beginning to 

unfold. Vacation Bible School continues to be 

prepared for by teachers and parishioners alike, 

new multi-age youth programs are being 

planned, a summer youth/childrenôs choir is 

starting up, and parishioners are offering their 

talents to the glory of God by playing music, 

singing a song, dancing, or reading poetry. Wor-

ship promises to be rich and meaningful at St. 

Markôs throughout the days of summer and I en-

courage you to attend regularly and express 

your thanks for the gift of life and relationship 

with God in Christ. 

The Holy Eucharist will continue to be held 

every Sunday morning at both 8:00 and 10:00 

a.m. Similarly, a mid-week Eucharist will be held 

Wednesdays at 11:30 a.m. while a Wednesday 

evening prayer service will be held at 7:00 p.m. 

St. Markôs is planning a new musical tradition 

for Summer.   

Beginning on June 6th and continuing through 

Labor Day Sunday, members of St. Markôs are 

invited to offer their musical or artistic gifts as 

part of our common 10:00 am worship.  

Since the choir will not be singing there are a 

few different parts of the service that could use 

YOU. Specifically, music or an artistic offering 

are needed as a prelude and at communion. 

Please consider playing the piano, singing a 

song, strumming your guitar, dancing before 

God, playing your harmonica, or offering what-

ever artistic or musical gift you would like to the 

Glory of God this summer.  

If you are interested in offering your talent to 

God and the community sign up in the Great 

Hall or speak with Marcia Jester.  

Email:  mljester@aol.com 

Phone: 413 998-3130 

CELEBRATE THE LIFE OF JOHN òJACKó WINANS:  

MEMORIAL SERVICE TO BE HELD FRIDAY, JUNE 11 AT 1:00 P.M. 

Members of St. Markôs and community members from around East Longmeadow will gather together at 1:00 

p.m. on Friday, June 11 to remember and celebrate the life of long-time parishioner John ñJackò Winans. 

Jack, age 101, was the oldest member of St. Markôs being born on February 10, 1909. While he had been 

unable to attend worship for a number of years due to his health Jack remained very connected with the par-

ish through letters, pastoral visits, and personal visits. Please plan on attending this joyful celebration of 

Jackôs life and legacy. 



The tentative proposal to scale 

down the Holy Grounds Cafe 

schedule during the summer 

months has been put 

aside.  Therefore,  

WE NEED MORE SERVERS ASAP.    

This ministry of welcoming and fellowship has be-

come a vital part of the fabric of St. Mark's; we 

need YOUR help  to continue.  You will not be 

working alone.  At least two servers are scheduled 

at all times.  This  requires at least eight and 

sometimes ten people during the month.   

Men of St. Mark's -  this is not strictly a ladies min-

istry -  you are welcome and needed in the 

kitchen.  

Stewardship involves giving of your time and tal-

ent as well as financial giving.  Pleae consider giv-

ing of your time occasionally as a part of your 

stewardship.  After the last plea was made for vol-

unteers  several people came forward to offer to 

bake or bring food.  As soon as we can schedule 

servers, we will contact the volunteers to provide 

f o o d  o n  a  s p e c i f i c  d a t e .  

 

In addition to the request for volunteers to serve 

and bake, we need sponsors for the Holy Grounds 

Cafe.   Sponsorship is a vital part of the 

Cafe.  Since we do not charge for drinking a cup 

of coffee or eating a snack while visiting your fel-

low parishioners, we request a donation of $25 to 

sponsor a Sunday.   The $25 request is to cover 

the cost of the coffee and supplies. The average 

annual budget to run the Cafe is $1,100.   

Your donation can be made in your own name, to 

honor someone, in memory of someone, or in 

celebration of an event.  You can also donate and 

remain anonymous if you wish.  Donations of less 

than $25 are also welcomed and you will be ac-

knowledged. Your donation can be put in the col-

lection on Sunday with a note about how you wish 

to be acknowledged. Three of the Sundays in 

June are currently sponsored, but June 13th is still 

open! 

HOLY GROUNDS CAFE  

PARISH REGISTER 

ST. MARKõS RECEIVES THREE GRANTS 

FROM DIOCESE TO SUPPORT MISSION 

AND OUTREACH! 

The St. Markôs Vestry is pleased to announce that 

the Diocese of Western Massachusetts has 

awarded St. Markôs with three congregational de-

velopment grants. Each one is meant to help St. 

Markôs reach out to the community and engage 

our mission as a parish to Glorify God, Emulate 

Christ, Spread the Good News. 

The three grants are: 

$800 for our Summer VBS to reach out to non-

parishioners 

$907 for our Nursery 

$700 for our congregational mission trip to Appa-

lachia. 

Thereôs a new group meeting 
at St. Markôs.   

Itôs called the Stewardship Ministry Team.  

We began meeting in March. We meet the first 
Tuesday of every month to pray, study scripture, 
share our understandings about stewardship, and 
discern who we are as stewards of creation and 
how God is calling us to be more loving, more gen-
erous, and more faithful stewards of all that God 
has entrusted to us.   

We understand that all that we have, and all that 
we are, is a gift from God and that God calls on us 
to be good stewards of ourselves and of all that 
God has entrusted to us.  In addition, we under-
stand that stewardship happens all year in a vari-
ety of ways and not just during the September 
pledge drive.  

If you are interested and would like to join us, see 
either Father Peter or Bruce Rockwell.   

   MINISTRY TEAM 

Julia Hartley Peteros, Harrison Walker 

Peteros, Erin Amelia Peteros & Caroline 

Luna Peteros received the sacrament of 

Holy Baptism on  the Day of Pentecost, 

May 23,2010 
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YOUTH NEWS AT ST. MARKõS  

J2A PARENT MEETING: JUNE 6, 11:15 

ST. MARKõS TO HOST A MIDDLE 

SCHOOL & HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH 

EVENT, FRI-SAT, JUNE 25-26. 

On Sunday, June 6 following the 10:00 a.m. service 

Kathleen Epaul, Fr. Peter, Dan Tapper, and other 

J2A leaders will be meeting with parents and J2A 

members to discuss where we stand in terms of 

funds raised for the J2A pilgrimage to the Grand 

Tetons. We will discuss strategies, plans, and re-

quirements which will make the 2011 pilgrimage a 

success. 

If you are in Middle School or High School (or are 

young at heart and would like to serve as a chap-

erone) grab your sleeping bags and get ready for 

a ton of fun. St. Markôs will be hosting a ñLock-Outò 

camping event for all recently graduated 5
th
-12

th
 

graders.  

This event is being co-planned by Lori Decker and 

Fr. Peter and will include camping, games, mid-

night worship, movies, and Christian formation. 

Youth from Epiphany, Wilbraham have been in-

vited to participate as well. 

The event will begin at 6:00 p.m. and will continue 

until noon on Saturday  

(youth who have Saturday morning commitments 

are welcome to leave when necessary). 

The cost for this lock-in / lock-out is $10 which in-

cludes dinner, snacks, sômores, supplies, and 

breakfast. 

Be sure to fill out an event flier TODAY and return 
it to the Church Office so we can plan on having 

enough food, supplies, and chaperones (flier is 

located in the Great Hall). 

For more information or to volunteer as an adult 

chaperone please speak with Lori Decker or  

Fr. Peter  

ST. MARKõS YOUTH HEAD TO SIX FLAGS 

AUGUST 17TH 

Make a note on your calendar today, on August 17th 

St. Markôs youth in Youth 11+ through High School 

(younger children are most welcome as well with a 

parent chaperone) will head over to Six Flags for a 

day of fun. 

Details will be announced in future Epistles so 

make sure to keep your eyes open for more on this 

exciting event.  

If you are interested in serving as a chaperone 

please speak with Kathleen Smith-Epaul. 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) AT  

ST. MARKõS: JULY 26-29:  

YOU CAN BE PART OF THE FUN BY  

VOLUNTEERING OR DONATING! 

CHILDRENõS CHOIR AT ST. MARKõS 

Vacation Bible School is about to return to St. Markôs 

and you can be part of the excitement! At press time 

over 22 people have volunteered to be part of VBS. 

We are still looking for adults who are willing to work 

with family groups of 8-12 children Monday through 

Thursday. You will be assisted by youth leaders (7th 

grade and up) who are also still welcome to partici-

pate. 

VBS will begin at 9:00 a.m. (staff arriving at 8:30 a.m.) 

and run until right around noon. 

The week before VBS we will need help with decora-

tion and preparation. If you are interested in helping to 

paint, prepare, and build please speak with Lori 

Decker, Rick Epaul, or Bob Shaw. 

As we plan for crafts and games weôve discovered a 

number or items which we will need.  

They are: 

1 box of 100 small ziplock bags, , a quarter bale of 

straw, a large bag of top soil, a small wading pool, 3 

large bottles of Elmerôs Glue, 24 fine point black magic 

markers, 5 popup dining canopies,10 packages of col-

ored magic markers, thick or heavy scrap yarn, old 

looking garden statuaries, white or colored, solid or 

striped fabric sheets or old curtains (we need a 

bunch), large baskets, terra-cotta looking pots and 

jars, anything that looks Egyptian. For more details on 

items that we need please speak with Gail Gurney or 

Fr. Peter. 

Thanks for all your help! 

Early in my time at St. Markôs I held numerous 

home visitations where I got to know parish mem-

bers and learn about some of their hopes for St. 

Markôs, a number of people mentioned an interest 

in a childrenôs choir.  

Marcia Jester and I would like to create a ñpick-upò 

childrenôs choir during the summer with hopes of 

continuing it through the regular program season.  

Since announcing this idea last month interest ap-

pears to be growing at St. Markôs. 

The summer childrenôs choir will meet at 9:15 in 

the Sanctuary at St. Markôs. Children will then 

learn the song of the day and present it at the 

10:00 am service. 

For this choir to work well we still need just a few 

things: interested children and parents, adult vol-

unteers who are willing to help teach and lead the 

childrenôs choir. Support and music will be pro-

vided by Fr. Peter and by Marcia Jester. 

Please sign up today in the Great Hall or by speak-

ing with Fr. Peter or Marcia Jester. 

YOUTH NEWS AT ST. MARKõS (CONTôD) 


