The Twenty-fourth Sunday After Pentecost

Morning Prayer
November 15, 2020
10:00am

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
1 Porter Road
East Longmeadow, MA 01028
(413) 525-6341
Email: office@stmarksma.org
Website: www.stmarksma.org

WELCOME
PRELUDE
OPENING SENTENCE
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Philippians 1:2

ENTRANCE HYMN Stand up, stand up, for Jesus (Morning Light) (H 561)
1

Stand up, stand up, for Jesus,
ye pilgrims of the cross;
lift high his royal banner,
it must not suffer loss:
from victory unto victory
his army shall be lead,
till every foe is vanquished
and Christ is Lord indeed.

3 Stand up, stand up, for Jesus;
stand in this strength alone;
the arm of flesh will fail you,
ye dare not trust your own:
put on the Gospel armor,
and watching unto prayer,
when duty calls, or danger,
be never wanting there.

2

Stand up, stand up, for Jesus;
the trumpet call obey;
forth to the mighty conflict
in this his glorious day:
ye that are his now serve him
against unnumbered foes;
let courage rise with danger,
and strength to strength
oppose.

4 Stand up, stand up, for Jesus:
the strife will not be long:
this day, the noise of battle;
the next, the victor's song.
To valiant hearts triumphant,
a crown of life shall be;
they with the King of glory
shall reign eternally.

CONFESSION OF SIN
The Officiant says to the people
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Silence may be kept.
Officiant and People together
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
The Priest alone stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.
The earth is the Lord's, for God made it: Come let us worship.
VENITE

PSALM: 123
1 To you I lift up my eyes, *
to you enthroned in the heavens.
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,

3 So our eyes look to the LORD our God, *
until he show us his mercy.
4 Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.
FIRST READING: Judges 4:1-7
The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, after Ehud died. So
the LORD sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the Israelites
cried out to the LORD for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed
the Israelites cruelly twenty years.
At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit
under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and
the Israelites came up to her for judgment. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam
from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you,
‘Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the
tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the
Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into your hand.’”
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN Not here for high and holy things (Morning song) (H 9)

SECOND READING: Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus said, “It is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went
off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, the one who
had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received the one talent
went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. After a long time the
master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the one who had received
the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed over
to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ And the one with the
two talents also came forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two
talents; see, I have made two more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done,
good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ Then the one who had received
the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew that you were a harsh man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his
master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not
sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to have invested my money with
the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. So
take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have
nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’”
Reader
The Word of the Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
SERMON
NICENE CREED

The Rev. Dr. Richard M. Simpson

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is seen and unseen.
We believe in on Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified.
Who has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge on baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Walk in love and Christ loved us and gave himself for us an offering and sacrifice to God.

OFFERTORY HYMN

THE PRAYERS

Sung by Chris Berry

Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
RESPONSIVE PRAYERS
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed
hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
SECOND COLLECT
God of all nations, God of the human family, we give you thanks for the freedom we exercise
and the many blessings of democracy we enjoy. We ask for your protection and guidance for all
who devote themselves to the common good, working for justice and peace at home and around
the world.

We lift up all our elected leaders and public servants, for our president and president-elect, for
legislators and judges, those in the military and law enforcement. Heal us from our differences
and unite us, O Lord, with a common purpose, dedication, and commitment to achieve liberty
and justice in the years ahead for all people, and especially those who are most vulnerable in our
midst. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
THIRD COLLECT
Almighty God, giver of every good gift: look graciously on your Church, as we enter a time of
transition in our community. Guide the minds of those who shall choose a rector for this parish
that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our
ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
PRAYER FOR MISSION
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly
serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(The Prayers are led by the intercessor and followed by his response)
Intercessor: God of love and mercy
People:

Hear our prayer

PRAYER LIST AND PRAYERS FROM THOSE GATHERED ONLINE
CONCLUDING PRAYER
Officiant and People
Holy and ever living God, by your power we are created and by your love we are
redeemed; guide and strengthen us by your Spirit, that we may give ourselves to your
service, and live each day in love to one another and to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen. In darkness and in light, in trouble and in joy, help us, oh God, to trust your love, to
serve your purpose, and to praise your name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
May God make us strong in body and in spirit, defend us on every side and give us grace to
overcome every adversity, and the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be
with us now and always. Amen

CLOSING HYMN O God, our help in ages past (H 680)

CONCLUDING SENTENCE
Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine:
Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever.
Amen. Ephesians 3:20, 21
DISMISSAL
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
•

Homebound: Mary Jane, William & Barbara, Melissa, Lucy, Fran

•

Healing: Oralia, Doreen, Milt, Dale, Alaina, Matthew, Russ, Gail, Joseph, Jose, David,
Phyllis, Joyce, Ann, Andy, Wendy, Jaime, Kim, Jean, Maggie, Mark, Elizabeth, Sandy,
Carol, June, Millie, Rick, Jeff, Liz, Dick, Dusti, Justin, Jim, Georgia, Fran, Chris &
Family, Ashling, Dan, Holly, Jack, Sue, Gail, Mary, The Tarby’s, Liz, Jean, Keith,
Colleen, Jeff, Samantha, Gus, Irene, Lisa, Millie, Caroline, Carol, Felicia Gelinas,
Donna Marie Haraty, Alicia Gagne, Linda Anderson, Barbara, David, Cher Bean, Pat
Harmon, Deb Lewis, Bill Bremmer, Tracie Wright, Caroline, Margaret.
Those celebrating a birthday this week: Jeanne Conrad, Levi Teto, Mary L’Heureux,
Owen Antaya

