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PRELUDE 

 

OPENING SENTENCE:  In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the 

desert a highway for our God.   Isaiah 40:3 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN O come, O come, Emmanuel (H56)        verses 3 & 4 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Officiant says to the people 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 



Silence may be kept. 

Officiant and People together. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Officiant alone stands and says:  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

Officiant:   Today we light the first, second, and third candles of the Advent wreath.  Each candle 

has a meaning.  The first candle is HOPE, the second candle is PEACE, and third candle is JOY. 
 

The candles are lit 

Person lighting the candle: 

“You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into 

song before you, and all the trees of the filed will clap their hands.”   Isaiah 55:12     

 

Officiant: Let us pray together. 

 

Officiant and People together:   

Gracious God, you came to us in human flesh and you abide with us in the Holy Spirit.  Fill 

us with your joy, and help us shine as a light to the world.  Through Jesus Christ, who 

makes our joy complete.  Amen. 
 

Officiant: The earth is the Lord's, for God made it:  

 People: Come let us worship. 

 

 

 

CANTICLE 15 – Magnificat  Tell out my soul  (H 438) verses 1&4 



 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; 

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, 

to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

and release to the prisoners; 

to proclaim the year of the LORD's favor, 

and the day of vengeance of our God; 

to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 

to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins, 

they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

the devastations of many generations. 

For I the LORD love justice, 

I hate robbery and wrongdoing; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 



Their descendants shall be known among the nations, 

and their offspring among the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge 

that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 

my whole being shall exult in my God; 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to spring up before all the nations. 
 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry  (H 76)   verses 1,2,5

 
 

 

 

SECOND READING:  John 1:6-8,19-28 



There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 

testify to the light. This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny it, but 

confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He 

said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered, “No.” Then they said to him, “Who 

are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He 

said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 

Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked 

him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 

prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do 

not know, the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.” This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON    Rev. Sandi Albom 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, 

   true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one Being with the Father. 

   Through him all things were made. 

   For us and for our salvation 

   he came down from heaven: 

   by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

   and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 

   On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the Scriptures; 

   he ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  



   who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

   Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. 

   Who has spoken through the Prophets.  

   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Walk in love and Christ loved us and gave himself for us an offering and sacrifice to God.  

 

OFFERTORY HYMN  

"He Shall Feed His Flocks" - G.F. Handel; Mindy Rosengarten alto, Peter Rosengarten tenor. 

 

THE PRAYERS 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Officiant Let us pray. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

RESPONSIVE PRAYERS 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 

R. And grant us your salvation. 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 

R. Let your people sing with joy. 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 

R. For only in you can we live in safety. 

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 

R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 

V. Let your way be known upon earth; 

R. Your saving health among all nations. 

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 



R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 

hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR TRANSITION 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift:  look graciously on your Church, as we enter a time of 

transition in our community.  Guide the minds and hearts of those who shall choose a rector for 

this parish that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for 

our ministries, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR GUIDANCE 

Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being:  We humbly pray you so to guide 

and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not 

forget you, but may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR MISSION 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 

governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 

members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly 

serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(The Prayers are led by the intercessor and followed by his response) 

Intercessor:  God of love and mercy  

People:         Hear our prayer 

Intercessions are welcome at this time 

 

PRAYER LIST AND PRAYERS FROM THOSE GATHERED ONLINE 

 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 

Officiant and People 

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.  We thank you for 

the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the wonder of life, and 

for the mystery of love. We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the 

loving care which surrounds us on every side. We thank you for setting us at tasks which 

demand our very best efforts and for leading us to accomplishment which satisfy and 



delight us. We thank you also for those disappointment and failures that lead us to 

acknowledge our dependence on you alone.  Above all, we thank you for your son Jesus 

Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by 

which he overcame temptation; for his dying,  through which we are raised to the life of 

your kingdom. Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know him and make him 

known; and through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all 

things.  Amen 

 

BLESSING  

The blessing of God, who creates us, redeems us and sanctifies us be with you this day and 

always. Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN Prepare the way, O Zion (H 65)  

 

 

CONCLUDING SENTENCE 

“May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and soul and body be 

kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

 

DISMISSAL 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS 

 

● Homebound: Mary Jane, William & Barbara, Melissa, Lucy, Fran  

● Healing: Oralia, Doreen, Milt, Dale, Alaina, Matthew, Russ, Gail, Joseph, Jose, David, 

Phyllis, Joyce, Ann, Andy, Wendy, Jaime, Kim, Jean, Maggie, Mark, Elizabeth, Sandy, 

Carol, June, Millie, Rick, Jeff, Liz, Dick, Dusti, Justin, Jim, Georgia, Fran, Chris & 

Family, Ashling, Dan, Holly, Jack, Sue, Gail, Mary, The Tarby’s, Liz, Jean, Keith, 

Colleen, Jeff, Samantha, Gus, Irene, Lisa, Millie, Caroline, Carol, Felicia Gelinas, 

Donna Marie Haraty, Alicia Gagne, Linda Anderson, Barbara, David,  Pat Harmon, Deb 

Lewis, Bill Bremmer, Tracie Wright, Caroline, Margaret, and Lynn.  

Those celebrating a birthday this week:  Dolly Nicoli, Peter Rosengarten, Grant 

LaBonte, Tanya Picking, Tracie Wood, Michael Derose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


