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HOLY WEEK AT ST. MARK’S: WALKING IN THE WAY OF LOVE WITH JESUS

At the end of the journey of Lent stands a time of intense passion and deep meaning: Holy Week. It is a
time that speaks of the mercy and love of God…love which is stronger than darkness and evil in this world,
even death.
During Holy Week we have the opportunity to walk with Christ, to wait and see the ways that God’s power
shows up again and again. As the week draws to a close, we can gain a glimpse God’s glory, grace and
power of redemption. Join with me in walking the road of Holy Week and experience the gift of God’s action
which transforms our world and gives us hope. Together, even in the midst of darkness we will shout aloud,
“Alleluia, Christ is risen!”
PALM SUNDAY (4/14):
•
The community gathers to welcome Jesus into Jerusalem as we wave palm branches and process
around the church at both the 8 and 10 am services.
•
We will take part in telling the story of Jesus’ Passion (his final hours leading up to and including his
death) as told in the Gospel of Luke. Parishioners will be invited to read different parts of the story.
•
All church members will be invited to learn about the Stations of the Cross in an interactive, meaningful
and age appropriate program beginning at 9:15 am.
HOLY MONDAY (4/15):
•
Gather at 12:00 noon to listen to the words of Scripture as we begin to walk with Jesus towards his final
days in Jerusalem. We meet and share the Eucharist in the Chapel.
HOLY TUESDAY (4/16):
•
You are invited to gather at 11:00 am at Christ Church Cathedral in Springfield for the annual Chrism
Mass where the Bishop consecrates holy oils and clergy renew their ordination vows.
HOLY WEDNESDAY (4/17)
•
Beginning at 11:30 am we will walk the Stations of the Cross in the Church.
•
Gather at 12:00 noon to listen to words of the prophets who speak of Christ’s future; words that speak to
us of our future as well. Our Eucharist will take place in the chapel.
•
Following the service the final Wednesday Way of Love group will meet in the Williams Media Room
MAUNDY THURSDAY (4/18)
•
SEDER SERVICE: Gather at 6:00 pm to retrace our Jewish roots and see how they connect so deeply
in the last supper which Jesus shared with his disciple in a modified Seder service (led by Dan Tapper
and Mindy Rosengarten). Following this, we will enter the church, take part in the washing of feet,
celebrate the final Eucharist of Holy Week, and then strip the church bare, preparing for Jesus’ burial.
•
ALL NIGHT VIGIL: Immediately following the Maundy Thursday service we will wait with Jesus through
the night (with consecrated Eucharist being kept in the St. Barnabas All Saints Chapel), just as his
disciples waited with Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. This vigil will take place until 8:00 am in the
morning on the 19th. (The sign up sheet for times to sit vigil is in the Great Hall.)
Continued on pg. 2
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MISSION STATEMENT:
St. Mark's is called to serve all
people in greater Springfield,
MA. as a guiding light and a
spiritual home where Jesus’
spirit is known through
inclusive, joyful worship,
spirited formation, thriving
ministries of service, and
powerful outreach.
Christ welcomed all,
we welcome you.
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GOOD FRIDAY (4/19)
•
MORNING PRAYER will be said in the Chapel at 8:00 am.
•
STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Walk the path with Jesus beginning at
12:00 noon in the church sanctuary. A second opportunity to walk the
Stations will be available at 6:00 pm before the evening liturgy.
•
GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY: will begin at 7:00 pm in which we Venerate
the Cross, reflect on the extravagance of God’s self-giving love shown
in Christ on the Cross, receive communion from the reserve sacrament…and we wait.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm

HOLY SATURDAY (4/20)
Holy Saturday dawns with Christ still in the tomb. And the church simply
waits in silence, waiting, longing, hoping for Resurrection to dawn.
•
MORNING PRAYER: Meet at 8:30 am in the church for prayer as
church members such as the Altar Guild gather to prepare the church
for our Easter celebrations.
•
ST. MARK’S EASTER VIGIL: At 7:15 pm, with the new Easter fire
lighting our way, we will listen to story after story which tells us of God’s
surprising action to bring new life out of places of hopelessness.
Different members of the church will help present these stories.
A festive reception will follow the Vigil.
EASTER SUNDAY (4/21)
•
8 am EUCHARIST: Celebration of Christ’s Resurrection with organ
music at the 8:00 am service.
•
10 am EUCHARIST: Celebration of Christ’s Resurrection with festive
choral music and other instruments followed by festive refreshment
served in the Great Hall. Incense and bells will be used at this service.

Rector- Rev. Peter Swarr
Sr. Warden - Sue Schneider
Jr. Warden - Peter Fairman
Director of Music - Susan Matsui
Parish Administrator - Diane Chandler
Good News Editor - Diane Chandler
I.T./Webmaster - Ryan Schneider

UPDATE ON WAY OF LOVE LENTEN PROGRAM
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What happens when you combine a relatable
and interactive program with people who are
willing to learn and grow in their faith???
You get 65 people participating in the Way of
Love Small Group program at St. Mark's during
Lent this year. People of all ages, backgrounds,
and faith traditions are coming together for 5
weeks to explore how they might turn back to
God, learn about Jesus, engage in prayer and
worship, bless others, go out into the community and world in service, and experience rest in this busy life. Along with all
this exploration, participants will reap the benefits of being in a small group
where they have the opportunity to get to know others better and share in
meaningful and insightful conversations about real life topics. What a way to
"Make Lent Matter" this year.
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WAY OF LOVE: FROM WO RDS TO ACTIONS
Are you part of one of our Small Groups and want to take what you are learning
into the world? Or make it part of your every day life? Maybe you weren't able to
make a Small Group and want to learn about the Way of Love?
We are offering several opportunities for you to grow in the Way of Love in the
season of Easter and beyond. You will be able to:
** LEARN about our Bhutanese brothers and sisters by sharing a worship service
and a community meal. We will also bless the Rainbow Garden for the upcoming
growing season.
**PRAY Would you like to expand your knowledge of prayer practices? For one
night we will experience a variety of prayers and methods of prayer.
**BLESS By sharing our talents we will support our fellow parishioners with needed chores and sharing fellowship and company.
**WORSHIP We will experience a Celtic Worship service at St. Andrew's Church in Longmeadow. Afterward
we share a meal and learn about the similarities and difference between the worship styles.
**GO We will go into our community and serve others by attending a Eucharist at a local senior living home,
or assisting the Food Bank, or attending a service at Church without Walls. Afterward we will gather and
share our experiences.
**REST After all of our activities we will gather together, and spend a couple of days resting, really resting,
and renewing our spiritual batteries.
For more information, watch your email, Facebook and the newsletter.
Meg Galbreath

ADULT CONFIRMATION/RECEPTION CLASS
Have you ever had questions about what the Episcopal Church believes
about Christianity? Even as you find St. Mark’s a meaningful community
have you wondered if you actually can “believe” what the church says? Do
you have doubts, questions, concerns? Do you want to learn more about
what makes St. Mark’s the place it is?
Then consider taking part in a four-part Confirmation/Reception Class with
Fr. Peter. Together we will look at the basics of the Christian Faith and the
Episcopal Church. We will talk about your questions and concerns and
learn together.
This is NOT a program that tells you what to believe, but rather offers a
helpful and welcoming place to look at your questions, doubts, and questions.
The Bishop will be visiting St. Mark’s on June 9, and for those interested, he
will confirm and receive (officially welcome you into the Episcopal Church)
adults who are interested. He will also reaffirm people’s faith (for those who
simply want to reassess their faith and recommit to following Jesus in the
Way of Love).
To sign up simply talk with Fr. Peter, sign up in the Great Hall, or email Fr. Peter at rector@stmarksma.org
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GREETER MINISTRY: HE LPING ST. MARK’S BECOME EVEN MORE WELCOMING
The Welcome Ministry wanted to thank all who took time to take the Welcome Survey a few weeks ago and
for sharing with us the memories of how you felt welcomed during your initial visits to St. Marks. What we
found, was that the majority of you felt most welcomed by “the People”. Over and over we read examples of
how parishioners went out of their way to warmly greet and talk with newcomers and visitors alike.

After reading your responses, the members of the Welcome Ministry Team felt that having consistent
"Greeters" at St. Mark's on each Sunday morning would make a great impact on those who enter our
doors. Currently there are three parishioners who periodically greet people on Sunday mornings and help
direct any visitors and newcomers with a smile. But for this effort to thrive and be consistent, we need more
people willing to serve. It only requires 15 minutes of your time before the 10:00 am service, once every six
weeks or so and willingness to smile and welcome those often apprehensive and unsure people who come to
worship with us. Some of you may find that you are already here during that time. Maybe your significant
other is rehearsing with the choir, maybe you dropped off your children for church school, or maybe you just
came to see some friends? Please consider signing up in the Great Hall or speak with Mallory LaBonte,
Jeanne Conrad, Tanya Picking, Sue Schneider, Nicole Antaya, or Fr. Peter, all of whom are members of the
welcome ministry team.

EAST LONGMEADOW CHUR CHES WORSHIP AS ONE:
SUNDAY, MAY 5 TH AT ST. MARK’S

On Sunday, May 5th the United Methodist, Lutheran, Congregational,
and Episcopal churches in East Longmeadow will come together as
one to worship God. Our joint worship service with a special guest
preacher, the Rev. Ute Schmidt, Chaplain from Bay State Hospital,
will take place at 10am.
More details will be announced in the May newsletter.
Following our joint service is the chance for St. Mark’s to win
back the John Wesley Trophy in a fun game of Softball with
the East Longmeadow United Methodist Church.
Please check your calendar and plan on taking part from
noon until around 1:45pm.
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INTERESTED IN BEING PART OF VBS IN JULY?
St. Mark’s has often offered a Vacation Bible School program in the summer. This year,
we are wondering how many adults and teens are interested in helping run a VBS at St.
Mark’s July 22-25.
If you are interested in helping to plan, teach or support VBS this summer, put your name
down in the Great Hall so we can get a sense of interest.

CELEBRATING HEALING MINISTRY —APRIL 7
On Sunday, April 7, we will be celebrating our healing ministers, with a brief
statement about what it means to serve God by offering listening, love, and
prayer for body, mind and spirit. Healing prayer is for those who are sick or in
need of healing. Healing was an important part of Christ’s ministry. He intends
it to be part of his disciple's work. God heals through the spiritual, physical and
psychological realms. He desires us to be whole and healthy.
After the service we will have cake in the Great Hall. Please feel free to approach any of our healing ministers
if you have any questions on how to become a healing minister or what is involved in joining this ministry.
Please take a moment to thank them for their time and talents which make Sunday services possible.
Blessings,
Christine Whitehead & Father Peter+

To all the wonderful people at St. Mark’s,
Thank you so very much for all your cards, calls and prayers while I have been on a
slight side track. I promise to return shortly and I will to not do it again! It will be great
to be back.
~Mary Dunklee

04/05
04/07
04/08
04/09
04/13
04/14

Kathryn Long
Ryan Lister
Rosalind Michel
Lester Sill
Christina Fairman
Evelyn Lipinski
Mickey Lister
Jennifer Banker
Mark Miller

04/15
04/16
04/18
04/22
04/23
04/26
04/27
04/28
04/30

Bridget SmithEpaul
April Knight
Ann Williams
Cris Rockwell
Callie Tami
Leslie O’Brien
Mishel Mitus
Sheila Bennett
Carter Wood

04/05

Ryan & Mallory LaBonte

04/19

Thomas & Kathleen Rice

04/26

Kevin & Tracie Wood

04/30

Keith & Misty Trombly
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Outreach News
The mission of the Big Blue ministry is to be with those who are sometimes invisible, who do not have a stable place to live, and find themselves staying outdoors in the harsh conditions of winter. The Christ Church
Cathedral big blue van goes out every Tuesday evening, bringing warm blankets, coats, hats, gloves, socks
and sandwiches to those who need them most. Many of the items this winter have come from St. Mark’s parishioners and given directly to those in need by Jeanne Conrad, Lori Decker, Meg Shoenemann, and Claire
Sygiel who have joined deacons Linda Taupier and Eric Elley on these Tuesday night visits. Here are some
of their thoughts on the impact this ministry has made:
“My most memorable moment was when we met up with the gentleman
who told us that he had been in the tent the night of the most bitter cold
(when the team was doing a homeless count) and that he was unable to
respond to Eric when he called out because he was so numb and dazed
from the cold. We gave him more blankets and food and, most importantly, a phone number so that he can call if he is ever in that situation
again.” – Lori Decker
“One of my memorable experiences was the night early in this year’s season when I noticed that all the old
TVs and computer monitors from years past in the area we visited were gone. I thought the city had finally
cleaned up the area. I learned that the three young men who came up from Georgia and were living in this
spot had picked them all up and put them in one spot to clean up their “home” and do something good for
the area. That was humbling. “– Meg Shoenemann
“I remember when I saw someone who had stayed down the hall from me at the psychiatric ward in the hospital. He was waiting in line for items at the Big Blue van. It really made me think that I am just a few decisions, situations, and a good support system away from being homeless myself. I thank God every day and
night for the roof over my head. “ – Jeanne Conrad
“On a night when the wind chill was below zero, we stopped by the tent where a young couple was living
and we asked the woman what we could bring her from the van. Of all the things she could have asked for
(and I would have if I was in her position) she asked if we had a bible she could have. That really brought
home the fact that what we were doing went far beyond just the blankets, food, socks and gloves we were
bringing. I believe she saw us as bringing her hope that things will get better.
“Then one particularly bitter night, we met two young men who were preparing to spend their first night outdoors, having just come into the Springfield area. They had no tent, no sleeping bags and just thin jackets. A
few of the other men who were already living in the area were making sure we knew the newcomers were in
need of practically everything and showed such care and concern for their welfare by picking out the warmest coats for them and sharing the hats, gloves, and blankets they had. ‘Welcoming the stranger’ was
brought home to me in a concrete way that night.” – Claire Sygiel
To see a recent TV segment on the Big Blue ministry, go to: https://www.westernmassnews.com/news/local-church
-requesting-hat-gloves-donations-for-homeless/article_79ab6fc2-4109-11e9-b49a-c704b3404d29.html
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Easter Flower Envelopes are due in the church office no later than
Monday, April 15th to be included in the Easter Bulletins.
Please print legibly. Thank you!

If you have
questions about
this report, please
speak with any
Vestry or Finance
Team member.
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GROCERY SHOPPING WITH A PURPOSE
$5,518!!!! This is how much St. Mark’s has donated to the Open Pantry since the start of our grocery store
gift card program in August 2013. In five and a half years, this equates to over 66,200 pounds of food or
6,620 meals! And all you did was buy groceries to feed your own family.
How it works: When you order Big Y or Stop & Shop gift cards through our program, you write a check to St.
Mark’s for the full value of the cards you order. You get cards equaling the full value you ordered. You order
$100 worth of cards, you get $100 in cards to spend. When you do your shopping, you swipe a gift card to
pay for your groceries. If you use up one card, simply pull out another and continue! Never any leftover balances wasted. Save unfinished cards until your next shopping trip. Order cards EVERY month!
Card orders are taken by Meg Schoenemann usually on two Sundays each month. If you attend the 8:00
service or don’t connect with Meg, you can find order forms in the GSGC mail basket. This is the bottom
basket in the stack at the start of the hall leading to the offices and chapel. Fill out a form, include a check
made out to St. Mark’s with GSGC in the Memo line and leave it in an envelope (found in the mail basket) in
the mail basket. Each month, Meg will deliver cards to you, usually the next Sunday after the order is placed.
This program has been extremely successful and could be even MORE so if YOU participate too! See Meg
Schoenemann for any questions and to start your own giving just by buying your groceries.

AMAZON WITH A SMILE:

A NEW WAY TO SUPPORT ST. MARK’S!!

You can donate to St. Mark’s every time you shop Amazon.
Simply start at:
https://smile.amazon.com/
Click on the AMAZON SMILE square.
(Your sign in information is the same username and password you use for Amazon and all your saved payment info is there already too.)
From here you can designate a charity to receive a donation every time you shop Amazon Smile.
To find St. Mark’s type in St. Mark’s Episcopal Church MA in the “Or pick your own charitable organization”
box under some more well-known charities that scroll along.
It will come up with our name and E. Longmeadow, MA. Then you simply choose it by clicking the Select
button.
From then on, always begin your Amazon shopping experience at https://smile.amazon.com/ and St. Mark’s
will benefit each time. Small amounts from all of our shopping (and we do know how often we’re on Amazon,
right?) will add up.
The site reminds us: “Remember, only purchases at smile.amazon.com (not www.amazon.com or the mobile
app) support charity.” So start your shopping at Amazon Smile instead.
Bring a smile to all those who benefit from our ministries here at St. Mark’s.
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BCH Camp is a place where all campers feel accepted and loved, and are able to develop authentic lifelong
friendships. This outcome is achieved by providing opportunities for campers to explore their already established interests, as well as try new things in a safe and affirming environment. BCH Camp offers sports, water
activities, dance, drama, music, challenge courses, outdoor activities, and much more. Counselors work
closely with campers to support their development in activities, building friendship and furthering their journey
in faith formation. Campers learn important life lessons and gain new perspectives as they live and play in a
community centered on Christian beliefs and values.

2019 BCH Summer Camp Registration is Now Open
For more information, rates & to register visit http://www.bchcenter.org/bchcamp

2019 Camp Dates
Session 1: Sunday, June 30th – Friday, July 5th
Session 2: Sunday, July 7th – Friday, July 12th
Session 3: Sunday, July 14th – Friday, July 19th
Session 4: Sunday, July 21st – Friday, July 26th
Session 5: Sunday, July 28th – Friday, August 2nd

BCH Day Camp

Junior Camp Programs

Base Camp Programs

Entering K - 3rd grade

4th - 9th grades

9th - 12th grades

Explorer - Entering 4th - 6th Grades

Leadership Base

Challenge - Entering 7th - 9th

Outdoor Base
Sports Base

Camperships and financial aid are available

Make it a summer you won't forget!
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COUNCIL ON INTERNATI ONAL EDUCATION EXCHANGE (CIEE) IN NEED OF HOST
FAMILIES FOR EXCHANGE STUDENTS
I am reaching out to members of the St. Mark ‘s Episcopal Church community in the hopes of finding host
families for some of our amazing high school foreign exchange students. Please contact me directly,
Hillary Harris hharris@ciee.org, 609-313-9724, if interested.
Being a CIEE High School USA host family is about creating a home away from home. You’re part parent,
part cultural ambassador, part mentor. Hosting is a chance to learn from one another. Our host families
tell us over and over that their lives are just as touched and changed as those of their exchange student.
You’ll join 16,000 CIEE host families that welcome students from 55 counties while they attend high
school with the United States’ oldest and largest nonprofit study abroad and intercultural exchange organization. Each year, we bring students who are eager to learn to more than 1,000 schools from our network.
CIEE host parents are volunteers who must be at least 25 years old, and able to provide the following:
• A welcoming home for one or two high school semesters
• Family support
• A bedroom and a bed (students can share rooms with children of the same gender within four years of
his/her age)
• An appropriate place to study
• Meals
• Assistance coordinating appropriate transportation
Our students are excited to be connected to host families for two high school semesters. While the students will not arrive until August, we are matching them with families this month to secure their spot at
school, as spaces are limited. They will attend the local high school closest to their host family. Our students have their own medical insurance and their own spending money to cover personal expenses.
All they need is a place at the table and a permanent place in your heart.
Host families come in all shapes and sizes; retired, older children and younger children, single parents,
single persons, or couples with no children. A person can choose to host for a few months or the school
year. A host simply puts another plate on the table and welcomes the student as one of their own!
Here are just a sample of students ready to find host families:
Kitchawat an exchange student from Thailand. He is traveling to the US in August to share his culture
and learn about ours, but he needs a host family to welcome him first. Kitchawat is 16 and says, my
friend tells me that I’m talkative and funny. When I do something, I will put all my effort to them. I love playing basketball, playing with Gundam plastic model and 3D puzzle. My interests are travelling, cooking, history and mythology. Being at new place will broaden my view, make me think more and can make me
grow up. I will be able to learn how to adjust myself to other people. I hope that I will gain a lot of good
things and good experience in USA. It is my dream to visit this country. As, I am a big fan of NBA. I hope
that I would have chance to watch NBA games with my own eyes.
Maddalena is a 16-year-old girl from ITALY. I’m a very outgoing and friendly girl, I really like staying with
people and making new friends; I’m talkative, cheerful and positive: I always try to smile and to see the
bright side in things. I am very independent, I enjoy having new experiences and I'm always open to learn
new things. I love reading, traveling and going out with friends. I enjoy skiing and cross country. While in
the US I would like to join movie club or writing club and may be athletics team. I'm open to learn new activities, may be something we don't have in Italian school. I have a younger sister who is thirteen and I
love my family. I am looking forward to meeting my host family and have great time together.
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