Good News

Christ welcomed all, we welcome you.
Vol. XXV MAY 2019

M onthly newsletter of S t. Mark's E piscopal Church - One Porter Road - East Longmeadow, MA 01028

www.stm arksma.org

EAST LONGMEADOW CHURCHES COME TOGETHER AS ONE ON SUNDAY, MAY 5
St. Mark’s is pleased and honored to be hosting the East Longmeadow Joint Service on Sunday May 5 at
10am. On that day, Christians from St. Mark’s, East Longmeadow UCC (Congregational), St. Paul Lutheran, East Longmeadow United Methodist, and Salvation Church will gather as one to praise and worship
God. We will be treated to a large and gifted combined choir which will offer musical praise to God, we will
share Holy Communion, and we will welcome a special guest preacher, the Rev. Ute Schmidt, chaplain at
Baystate Hospital.
Be sure to come and take part in this joyful and moving special Sunday service on May 5.
Christ Welcomed All, We Welcome You!
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MISSION STATEMENT:
St. Mark's is called to serve all
people in greater Springfield,
MA. as a guiding light and a
spiritual home where Jesus’
spirit is known through
inclusive, joyful worship,
spirited formation, thriving
ministries of service, and
powerful outreach.
Christ welcomed all,
we welcome you.

St. Mark's Episcopal Church
One Porter Road
East Longmeadow, MA 01028
413.525.6341
Email: office@stmarksma.org
Web: www.stmarksma.org
Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm
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HOLY WEEK AND EASTER THANKS
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
I write this note on the Tuesday after Easter, still thankful and full of joy from
the glorious celebration of Holy Week and Easter. These Holy Days help us
to connect and reflect deeply and beautifully on the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. They are powerful, moving, and transformative. And
they only happen in our parish because people like you give countless hours
to the service of Christ in this place.
It is amazing to see all the talents put to work at St. Mark’s during Holy
Week and Easter.
Cooking, baking, working with youth, repair work, cleaning, logistics, singing,
choreography, proof reading, welcoming, reading, singing, flower arranging,
polishing, moving heavy items, staying awake during the late hours of the
night, praying, encouragement… The list of gifts and skills given to the service of God in this place is truly amazing!
Please accept my deepest thanks and gratitude for the way that you, the
community of St. Mark’s, makes Holy Week and Easter come alive.
In Christ,
Fr. Peter Swarr, Rector

Rector- Rev. Peter Swarr
Sr. Warden - Sue Schneider
Jr. Warden - Peter Fairman
Director of Music - Susan Matsui
Parish Administrator - Diane Chandler
Good News Editor - Diane Chandler
I.T./Webmaster - Ryan Schneider

SUNDAY MAY 12 WE CELEBRATE MOTHERS AND BAPTISMS!
On Sunday May 12, St. Mark’s will be recognizing all mothers as part of the
10am service. During the service we will hold a Baptismal Service where we
will welcome our new members to the faith and also celebrate the new life
offered in Christ to all people.
Come and take part in this joyful day of celebration and new life.
Christ Welcomed All, We Welcome You!

The Good News is published monthly
by St. Mark's Church. The deadline is
usually the 3rd Tuesday of every
month unless otherwise noted.

Next deadline is
Tuesday, May 21, 2019

Submit articles to:
Diane Chandler, Good News Editor
office@stmarksma.org
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WE CELEBRATE OUR 13-YEAR-OLD YOUTH ON SUNDAY, MAY 19 WITH A RITE 13
CELEBRATION
On Sunday, May 19 we will celebrate the 13-year-old members of our congregation
who are moving from childhood into adulthood with a special Rite 13 liturgy. This is
a moving and special event in which we hope all parish members will participate.
Together we will both recognize and pray for these amazing young people who are
growing into adulthood and seeking God’s guidance and strength during this process. Please plan on attending the service on the 19th of May.

CHOIR RECOGNITION JUNE 2ND
On June 2, 2019 we will be celebrating the choir who serve God through their musical talents. Music in the
Episcopal Church can be as diverse as it’s worship services. The hymnal draws all Episcopalians together
musically in the same way that the Book of Common Prayer draws us together in prayer and liturgy. The
heritage of music in the Anglican tradition is one of the greatest gifts to the missionary and spiritual life of the
Christian faith. During the service a member of the choir will share how this ministry has impacted their life
and faith. Please plan to stay after the service to join us for cake in the Great Hall and the opportunity to
speak with choir members. Don’t hesitate to ask how to become a choir
member or what is involved in joining the choir. Please take a moment to
thank them for their time and talents which makes Sunday services possible.
Blessings,
Christine Whitehead & Father Peter +

Quiet Day on the Lake
Finding God in Nature
Friday, May 17th
9:00-3:00 pm
Rick and Cathy Steven's home, Lake Metacomet, Belchertown
Where do you find God? Is it in the whistling of the wind, the warmth of the sun, the lapping of the waves on
the shore? Where in nature do you find God? Join fellow seekers as we discover the beauty of God in nature. Father Peter and an invited guest will lead us in conversations, exploring Lake Metacomet (including a
kayak!), a delicious potluck lunch, and ending with Eucharist. We will meet at St. Mark's to carpool up to the
Lake at 9:00 am and will return at approximately 3:00 pm. Sign up sheet is in the Great Hall.
For more information please speak with Meg Galbreath, meg.galbreath56@gmail.com ,
Cathy Stevens rcmstvns@verizon.net or Father Peter.
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THE RAINBOW COMMUNITY GARDEN IS ABOUT TO EMBARK ON ITS SECOND
GROWING SEASON.
The Rainbow Garden, located in the back of the church property, is a partnership
between St. Mark’s church and a group of Bhutanese refugees. It was started in
2018 with grant funds from the Diocese of Western Massachusetts. The goals of
this endeavor include welcoming refugees into the community, feeding the
hungry, and encouraging healthy diet choices.
Currently, the garden is undergoing a spring cleaning, with fresh soil being
spread in the raised beds.
As with last year, 15 4x4 beds are available for St. Mark's parishioners. You may
choose your own vegetables, but you must use only organic gardening techniques. Please consider purchasing vegetables at the Buildings and Grounds
Council Plant Sale on May 19. A signup sheet is on display in the Great Hall.
The garden community is also sponsoring a joint meal on June 2 for our congregation and the Bhutanese community, who worship in our sanctuary on Sunday
afternoons. The meal will be a mix of traditions, featuring both American and Bhutanese dishes. The meal
will take place after our Sunday service. If you are interested in helping with the meal, please contact Doreen

The Welcome Ministry Team would like you to Save the Date of Sunday, June 9th after the 10:00 service.
There will be a fun-filled all-parish picnic where there will be lots of yummy food, great music, and wonderful
companionship.
Please join us!!
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THE WAY OF LOVE - FROM WORDS TO ACTION
Have you been part of one of our Small Groups and want to take what you have learned into the world? Or
make it part of your every day life? Maybe you weren't able to make a Small Group and want to learn about
the Way of Love? We are offering several opportunities for you to grow in the Way of Love in the season of
Easter and beyond.
You will be able to:
**WORSHIP We will experience a Celtic Worship service at St. Andrew's Church in Longmeadow on
SATURDAY, MAY 11TH at 5:00. Afterward we will gather at a local restaurant* and learn about the similarities and difference between the worship styles.
St. Andrew’s is home to the only ongoing Celtic worship experience in the greater Springfield area.
We offer this service at 5 p.m. on the second Saturday of each month (October-June).
The hour-long worship experience features prayers and music from the British Isles, including materials
from the Iona and Northumbria communities. Regardless of whether the prayers and songs are ancient or
contemporary, each one reflects a Celtic spirit and many times will incorporate images from the natural
world. Although the service is in English, we sprinkle in some Gaelic phrases and chants from time to time.
The worship space is serene as participants are enveloped by candlelight. Holy Communion is celebrated
and all are welcome to receive the gifts from God’s Table.
Our resident musicians are joined by one or more musician or group at each service, including harpists,
flutists, guitarists, and violinists.
Details: We will gather at St. Mark’s at 4:15 to carpool to St. Andrews.
Please sign up in the Great Hall to share or find a ride. After the service
we will enjoy a meal at a local restaurant for discussion and fellowship.
We should return to St. Mark’s around 7 pm or so. *Financial support is
available. Please speak with Fr. Peter if you need financial assistance paying
for the meal.
** LEARN about our Bhutanese brothers and sisters by sharing a worship service and a community meal.
We will also bless the Rainbow Garden for the upcoming growing season.
**PRAY Would you like to expand your knowledge of prayer practices? For one night we will experience a
variety of prayers and methods of prayer.
**BLESS By sharing our talents we will support our fellow parishioners with needed chores and sharing
fellowship and company.
**GO We will go into our community and serve others by attending a Eucharist at a local senior living
home, or assisting the Food Bank, or attending a service at Church without Walls. Afterward we will gather
and share our experiences.
**REST After all of our activities we will gather together, and spend a couple of
days resting, really resting, and renewing our spiritual batteries. For more information, watch your email, Facebook and the newsletter.
Meg Galbreath, Father Peter and Sue Schneider
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TWO (2) OPPORTUNITIES TO SUPPORT THE ROSEBUD MISSION TRIP TEAM!!!
We’d like to remind you about the used clothing, shoe,
etc. drive we are running to help raise much needed
funds for our trip to Rosebud Indian Reservation, SD.
This is an easy one!
Simply fill a bag or lots of bags with your unwanted clothing, shoes, pillows, socks, pocket books, curtains,
ANYTING SOFT and bring it in to us on Sunday morning
during church or Saturday mornings between 8am and
noon May 4th & 11th. We will be collecting through
Friday, May 17th. Please ask your friends, family and
neighbors for donations as well! We have a huge goal of
1,000 bags and we need your help!
If you or your friends and family are unable to drop off
please see a member of the mission trip team and we
can arrange for a pick up!
Once we receive all of our donations we will bring the
bags to Savers. They pay us by the pound and they then
turn around and sell the items in their store to support Big
Brothers, Big Sisters.
This is a win, win for all! Thank you!

Inch by Inch…. Mile by Mile…..
Help the Rosebud Missionaries get to Rosebud AND
back by Adopting-A-Mile.
Beginning Sunday, May 19th you can get us on our way.
For $1.00 per mile you will be filling our plane with gas,
food, and US! There are 1,802 miles between Hartford
and Rosebud. That’s a lot of miles! And we need help
getting there. Put a dollar, or more (!), into the Mission
Money envelopes we’ll provide and watch our plane
move closer to our goal on the map in the Great Hall.
All monies raised will go toward the Rosebud Indian
Reservation.
Many Thanks and Blessings from the Rosebud Mission
Team
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NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER, THURSDAY, MAY 2ND
Come to our Cathedral
5:30 p.m.
Chapel of Reconciliation (Side Chapel)

05/02 Cliff Kerr
05/06 Scott Conrad
Amy Bostian
05/07 William Lipinski
05/09 Henry Hanmer
05/10 Hannah Fitzpatrick
Page Wood
05/12 Mark Decker
05/17 Cele Schmaelzle

05/23
05/26
05/27
05/28
05/29

Morgan Lape
Ryan Schneider
Paula Wicks
Sophia Najeebi
Linda Taupier
Jason Berselli
05/30 Ginny Sill
05/31 Bruce Rockwell

05/04 Bill & Maria Russo-Appel
05/05 Dick & Barbara Volker
Mark & Kim Rodrigo
05/07 Jim & Christine Whitehead
05/22 Peter & Christina Fairman
05/30 Brian & Jennifer Banker
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In an ongoing effort to relay information about the work of the church and it's current financial standings to all
in our congregation, please find both the monthly Vestry Minutes and the monthly Financial Summary immediately following.
Additionally, members of the Vestry will be available on the last Sunday of each month in the Great Hall from
8:45 to 9:30 AM to provide updates, information and answer any questions. All are welcome to attend.
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