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Good News 

THE WAY OF LOVE: FROM ACTIONS TO WORDS—LEARN—SUNDAY, JUNE 2,11:30AM 

Have you ever wondered what in the world is going on at St. Mark's on Sundays after the 10am service  

finishes? Suddenly an entirely different church, made up of Bhutanese refugees, gathers in the sanctuary, 

singing songs and praying to God in an entirely different language (and with drums!). What's going on? 

 

Come and learn... 

what it's like to be a refugee driven from your homeland and placed in a resettlement camp. 

how these church members came to be Christians instead of Buddhists 

why they were resettled in Springfield, MA 

what sort of food they eat (we will share a common meal of both "American" and Nepali food) 

how we both worship the same God using different words and songs (we will teach each other a song we 

use in our worship) 

 

As part of our hourlong gathering we will also bless the Rainbow Community Garden.  

Parents/Grandparents/Guardians: We will be providing child programming and childcare in the nursery. 

There is no cost for this meal, just sign up ahead of time in the Great Hall or by emailing Fr. Peter 

(rector@stmarksma.org) so we have a head count.  

OUTREACH NEWS 

Don’t forget, Saturday, June 9, is our day to prepare and serve a meal at Loaves & Fishes community kitch-

en at South Congregational Church in Springfield from 4 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. No experience is needed and all 

are welcome!  

See the sign-up sheet in the Great Hall if you would like to help.  We can carpool from St. Mark’s if a ride is 

needed. 

mailto:rector@stmarksma.org


The Good News is published monthly 
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month unless otherwise noted. 
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MISSION STATEMENT:  
St. Mark's is called to serve all 
people in greater Springfield, 
MA. as a guiding light and a 
spiritual home where Jesus’ 

spirit is known through 
inclusive, joyful worship, 

spirited formation, thriving 
ministries of service, and 

powerful outreach.   
Christ welcomed all,  

we welcome you. 

COME AND CELEBRATE PENTECOST AND WELCOME BISHOP 

FISHER AS HE CONFIRMS AND RECEIVES MEMBERS OF ST. 

MARK’S ON SUNDAY, JUNE 9 (AND ENJOY A PICNIC TOO! )  

Sunday, June 9 is a HUGE day in the church. It is the day of Pentecost, the 

day when we remember the Holy Spirit descending on folks like you and me 

and empowering us to follow in the way of Jesus, the Way of Love. It is a 

day of beautiful music, celebration and joy. 

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS DAY 

Not only because it is Pentecost (which means you are invited to wear RED 

which symbolizes the presence of the Holy Spirit in you) but because Bishop 

Fisher will be with us as well. 

 

 

 

 

Every year or so the Bishop makes a visitation to St. Mark’s to support,  

encourage, and help guide us as we seek to be a people of love, mercy and 

hope. This year Bishop Fisher will be visiting us and confirming, receiving, 

and reaffirming a dozen members of St. Mark’s ranging in age from teenager 

to retiree. Each one of these individuals has chosen to express their faith 

and connection to God through this special ceremony. Please attend and 

support them in this statement of faith and commitment to Jesus Christ. 

Special Note: On Bishop visitation days, there is only 
ONE service held at church. We will be holding our one 
service at 10am that day. There will be NO 8am or 
6:30pm service that day.   

Following the 10 am service we will 
gather together to celebrate with 
those who have been confirmed,  
received, and reaffirmed in their faith. 

 Sign up today in the Great Hall to 
help provide all the delicious food 
needed for this picnic 
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On Sunday, June 16, St. Mark’s will recognize and pray for all the fathers in 
our midst as we recognize Father’s Day.  
 
Additionally, we will pray for and recognize all graduating seniors from High 
School and College.  
 
Special Note: If you have a graduate in your household, please let Fr. Peter 

know by emailing him at rector@stmarksma.org  

DADS AND GRADS: SUNDAY JUNE 16 

VBS RETURNS! JULY 22 -25, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Learning about God 

• Singing 

• Laughing 

• Helping children grow in faith 

• Reaching out to the community 

• Having fun 

Those are a few of the thoughts that pop into people’s minds when they think about Vacation Bible School at 
St. Mark’s. This year St. Mark’s will be offering Vacation Bible School for children preschool (potty trained) 
through 5th Grade the week of July 22-25 

Each day of fun and learning will begin at 9am and will conclude at noon. 

Registration Forms can be found on page 4 of this newsletter and in the Great Hall. Application can also be 
requested through the church website. 

Any and all children are welcome to take part in Vacation Bible School. Additional any church member willing 
to undergo a CORI check is welcome to participate in helping share the good news of Jesus at VBS. 
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ROSEBUD MISSION NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St. Mark’s team of 12 missioners is getting ready for our mission trip to Rosebud Indian Reservation in 

South Dakota this summer (July 1-10). We have met seven times so far to plan, learn, share, pray, and 

learn about the work we will be doing in South Dakota. We are excited to see how God will call us to serve 

and love our sisters and brothers who live in the Reservation under the guidance of the local Episcopal 

priest, the Rev. Dr. Lauren Stanley. 

                                                

Thanks to St. Mark’s and the broader community the mission team gathered over 11,600 POUNDS of 

clothing and other household goods. This incredible amount of donated items helped raise roughly 2,400 

dollars for the Rosebud Mission. 

Additionally, many of you have been pre-ordering T-shirts, sweatshirts and water bottles. Every item sold 

will go towards our mission to rebuild the Rosebud community which was decimated by blizzards and flood-

ing this past year. 

Also keep your eyes open in the Great Hall to learn about other ways you can pray for and support our 

team as we head forth in the Name of Christ. (Hint, check out page 6) 

The members of the team are: 

Dan Schneider, Sue Schneider, Meg Galbreath, Lynda Lemanis, Mallory LaBonte, Russ Desroiser, Mary 

Desroiser, Ellie Otto, Rob Fitzpatrick, Marj Bruns, Jessica Lister, and Fr. Peter Swarr 
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ADOPT-A-MILE is here!  

Want to “fly” with the Rosebud Missionaries but need to stay home?  

Here's your chance to “fly” with us and take part in this mission!  

 

Help the Rosebud Missionaries get to Rosebud AND back by Adopting-A-Mile.  

Beginning SUNDAY, JUNE 2st  through JUNE 23rd you can get us on our way and take part in this mission 

along with us. For $1.00 per mile you will be filling our plane with fuel, luggage, supplies, and US! There are 

1,802 miles between Hartford and Rosebud (3,604 round trip). That’s a lot of miles! And we need help getting 

there. Put a dollar, or more (!), into the Mission Money envelopes we’ll provide, in the Great Hall, or in the ser-

vice bulletin, and watch our plane fly closer to our goal on the map in the Great Hall. Please make all checks 

out to “St. Mark's Church” and put on the memo line “Adopt-A-Mile”.  

**All monies raised will go toward the Rosebud Indian Reservation and their rebuilding projects**.  

 

Many Thanks and Blessings from the Rosebud Mission Team  

06/01 Karen Flygare 
06/03 Debbie Taylor 
 David LaBrie 
 Jackie Butler 
06/06 Misty Trombly 
 Addison Lape 
06/08 Brianne Boyd 
06/12 Fran DeVall 
06/16 Sam Tapper 
 Ryan Dufresne 

06/21 Michael Tami 
 Lucia Rodrigo 
06/23 Teal Lipinski 
06/25 Linda McComb 
 Kegan Druckenmiller 
06/26 Keith Trombly 
06/27 Karen Dufresne 
06/28 Lily Mitus 

06/01 Bruce & Cris Rockwell 
 
06/06 Dan & Doreen Tapper 
 
06/13 Carl & Ellie Otto 
 
06/21 Peter & Angela Swarr 
 
06/25 Michael & Barbara Derose 
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On Friday, May 17 nine people gathered for a day of looking for God in the midst of nature and the natural 

world. Together we listened to the Rev. Rick Bellows who shared his gift of photography and explained how it 

is a tool through which he is able to look for God's presence. After learning we took time to practice just that in 

the midst of the beauty of Lake Metacomet at Rick and Cathy Steven's lake house. St. Mark's tries to offer  

reflective days like this three times a year. To learn more speak with Meg Galbreath or email her 

at meg.galbreath56@gmail.com  

Gail’s Art, 05/17/19 

mailto:meg.galbreath56@gmail.com
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In an ongoing effort to relay information about the work of the church and it's current financial standings to all 

in our congregation, please find both the monthly Vestry Minutes and the monthly Financial Summary imme-

diately following.   

Additionally, members of the Vestry will be available on the last Sunday of each month in the Great Hall from 

8:45 to 9:30 AM to provide updates, information and answer any questions.  All are welcome to attend.  
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St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

One Porter Road 

East Longmeadow, MA  01028-1348 


