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WAY OF LOVE: GO EVEN T

Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!
Psalm 96:3
On Sunday, August 4th we will be GOING downtown to join the congregation at Church without Walls.
After our 10:00a service we will be carpooling to Court Square , where we will celebrate the Holy Eucharist
together and share a wholesome lunch with our brothers and sisters. We should be returning to St. Mark’s at
around 1:30p, or sooner. This is for all ages, families are encouraged to attend!

ST. MARK’S HEADS TO NATIONAL NIGHT OUT E AST LONGMEADOW
On Tuesday August 6 from 5-8 pm St. Mark’s welcome ministry will be
heading to the high school fields to take part in National Night Out.
Along with our friends from the United Methodist Church here in town we
will be spending a few hours with our neighbors getting to know them
and offering them a reusable St. Mark’s shopping bag (now that Big Y is
no longer offering plastic bags).
Come and stop by and spend a little time with our Welcome Team.
Get to know a few of your neighbors. Help the welcome of St. Mark’s
reach beyond our walls.
See you there!

BIG E - SEPTEMBER 13TH THROUGH THE 29TH, 2019.
St. Mark's is once again teaming up with the Vermont Maple Sugar Makers’ Association to provide volunteers for their booth in the Vermont building at the Eastern States Exposition.
We provide them with volunteers for the days and shifts specified. They pay us the wages that they would
otherwise pay their own staff.
This has been a mutually beneficial arrangement since 2012.
More information to come. Announcements will be made and sign up sheets will be posted soon.
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Many thanks to the 35 members of St. Mark’s who
helped make VBS July 22-25 a wonderful success.
Together we helped share the truth of God’s love and
grace with children from throughout the community and
made connections and friendships which are a blessing.
Here are a few fun photos from VBS.
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St. Mark’s is excited to be seeking a part time staff person to help oversee and support our Christian Education program for children and youth. This part time position, fully funded by diocesan grant money, will help us
strengthen our program, support our teachers, and form our children and youth in the way of Jesus.
While parishioners cannot apply for this job, due to diocesan policy and vestry policy, take a moment and
look over the job description and see if you know someone who might be a good fit.
Consider sharing it with them and encouraging them to apply.
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ST. MARK’S GOES DIGI TAL: YET ANOTHER WAY OF WELCOMING ALL
St. Mark's says, week in and week out, Christ welcomed all, we welcome you. But what if coming to church is
something you can’t physically do? What if the idea of coming to a new church creates a sense of worry and
anxiety? What if your work schedule doesn’t give you the time? Well, St. Mark’s still says, Christ welcomed
all, we welcome you, and we are trying to make that welcome more real and more tangible through digital
broadcasts of our service.
Beginning this fall St. Mark’s is preparing to livestream (broadcast video over the internet) elements of our
worship services. This will provide our members with the opportunity to participate in the spiritual life of our
community, either in real time or on-demand, while on vacation, traveling for work or homebound due to illness. Streaming also gives us the opportunity to introduce our community to those who have never entered a
church building yet are searching for a spiritual home. Broadcasting our worship services provides a nonthreatening introduction to our community for those who explore their faith digitally. It provides seekers a
powerful glimpse into what we already know.
Most of our sanctuary will remain out of the field-of-view of the cameras most of the time. Additionally, children will not be broadcast at anytime. Our intention is to create a comfortable environment while extending
our community beyond our walls and our hope is that many people will take advantage of weekly broadcasts
and special programming.
Stay tuned for more developments as we work to go live with these broadcasts
If you have any questions please contact Rob Fitzpatrick.

08/02
08/05
08/06
08/10
08/11

Hana O’Brien
Sandy Moore
Zoey Lape
Karen Russell
Heather Hellyer
Brooklyn Goodreau
08/12 Lucas Villani
08/13 Olivia Bostian
08/15 Bailey Gawron
Ryan Dufresne

08/16
08/18
08/25
08/28
08/29

Raymond Antaya
Don Edwards
Rena Tarnowski
Bob Shaw
Cyndi Steinboch
Tammy Najeebi
08/30 Christine Joenk
Kevin Wood
05/30 Ginny Sill

08/01 Dan & Sue Schneider
Tim & Mary L’Heureux
08/04 Jon & Marilyn Robichaud
Dwayne & Teal Lipinski
08/07 Michael & Leslie O’Brien
Peter & Karen Dufresne
08/16 Adam & Sharlene Lape
08/18 Michael Tami & April Knight
08/19 Christopher & Laura Peteros

Mark your calendars!
There will be a presentation on the Rosebud Mission Trip the last Sunday in August at
the 8 and 10 services.
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OUTREACH
The outreach ministry team will once again be collecting school supplies for children in East Longmeadow
during the month of August. A basket will be set up in the Great Hall and here are some suggested
items:
Pencils with pencil case and pencil sharpeners
Pens
Notebooks (I, 3 or 5 subject)
Loose lined paper
Binders
Rulers
Erasers
Box of crayons
Glue sticks
Washable markers
Small hand sanitizer
Pocket tissue packs

If you have extra produce from your garden this summer, bring
it to church on Sundays and we will bring it to the Open Pantry
in Springfield on Mondays

We are scheduled to prepare and serve a hot meal at the Loaves &
Fishes Community Kitchen at the South Congregational Church on
Maple St. in Springfield from 4 to 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, August 9. If
you would like to help, contact Mary Dunklee at (413) 566-3129.
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In an ongoing effort to relay information about the work of the church and it's current financial standings to all
in our congregation, please find both the monthly Vestry Minutes and the monthly Financial Summary immediately following.
Additionally, members of the Vestry will be available on the last Sunday of each month in the Great Hall from
8:45 to 9:30 AM to provide updates, information and answer any questions. All are welcome to attend.
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STEWARDSHIP
The word “Tithe” is scary for most people. We tend to run away (mentally) when it is mentioned, especially
around the yearly pledge time. I was that way.
A few years ago, after I had been giving my usual each week, I heard God speak with a suggestion of an
increased amount to try. As the weeks went on, I found it was working.
So my next year’s pledge became the trial amount.
For the next couple of years the same scenario happened. As I traveled the road to tithing, I found myself
happier and receiving many blessings. The greatest blessings being continued good health, love of family
and friends, and the addition of Tom in my life.
“The generous prosper and are satisfied; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.” NLT
Sheila Bennett for the Stewardship Ministry Team
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